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CHRISTIANITY, 
OR, AN 


APPEAL to Inzivzrs. 


GENTLEMEN, 


T matters not y whom this plain and 
ſober Addreſs is directed to you. In 
the Sequel you will ſee it comes from 

one, who is not aſhamed of his unſhaken 

Attachment to the Religion of Feſus Chriſt; 

and, if I know my own Heart, it pro- 

ceeds purely from the high Eſteem I have 
for that, and from that Principle of uni- 
verſal and diſintereſted Benevolence it in- 


ſpires. 
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1 A Plea for Chriſtianity, or 


The Prevalence of Infidelity in the pre- 

ſent Age, to a Degree that eminently in- 
titles it to the Character of the AEtas In- 
fidelium, is not, I apprehend, very diffi- 
cult to be accounted for. It is but the 
Abuſe of that Light and Liberty, which 
at this Day is ſo fully and freely enjoyed 
by Proteſtants and Britons. As Licentiouſ- 
neſs is the ordinary Abuſe of the beſt Cuil 
Conſtitutions; ſo is Infidelity, of the beſt 
Religious Inſtitution. And whilſt there 
remains a Perverſeneſs in the Human Na- 
ture, that inclines ſome Men to make the 
worſt Abuſe of the beſt Things, neither the 
one, nor the other, can be avoided. Re- 
bels there will be under the beſt conſtituted 
Government; and Unbelievers under the 
beſt inſtituted Religion in the World. 
The utmoſt Lenity and Latitude indulged 
by them, conſiſtent with the Happineſi 
of Mankind, cannot prevent the Di/affec- 
tion of thoſe that are ignorant of their 
own. The wiſeft Laws will never reſtrain 
thoſe who are reſolved not to obey, nor 
the trongeſt Evidence convince thoſe who 
are determined not to beheve. 

But this, you will ſay, is ſhamefully beg- 
ging the Queſtion at the Beginning, and un- 
generouſly loading you with a Charge you 
are not conſcious you deſerve, I ingenu- 

ouſly retract it then, as what may poſſibly 


appear 
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appear a little too prejudicate :—Bat with 
this Proviſo, that you ſhew the ſame Inge- 
nuity in retracting all the pointed Inveives 
you have ſo plentifully thrown out againſt 
the Advocates for Chriſtianity, before you 
have diſproved or anſwered their Arguments. 
For it muſt be owned, that you yourſelves 
are a little too apt to exult in an unfiniſhed 
Debate; and to miſtake a pre-mature Tri- 
umph, for a fair and undiſputed Conqueſt. 

But my Buſineſs is, not to recriminate, 
but to remonſtrate, and to propoſe to your 
cool and ſerious Conſideration a few plain 
Queries, to which you would do well to 
attend very impartially, before you grow 
too ſanguine in your imagined Succeſs 
againſt your Chriſtian Antagoniſts, And 
therefore, in the Firſt Place, let me be- 
ſeech you, Gentlemen, ſeriouſly to conſider 
with yourſelves, 


Querxy I. 


What are the real Ends and Views of 
your repeated, earneſt, and unmearied 
Attempts to render the World diſaffefted 
to the Chriſtian Religion? 


And upon the moſt laborious Recollec- 
tion, I can conceive but Two Principles 
that can be ſuppoſed to be your real Mo- 


tives 


6 A Pha for Chriſtianity, or 

tives herein: The one a very good one, 
and the other a very bad one. And they 
are Benevolence, or Ambition. 

If the former of theſe be your real Mo. 
tive, your Deſign is undoubtedly great, ge- 
nerous, and laudable. Your main View 
then is, we will ſuppoſe, to di/abuſe your 
Fellow-Creatures ; to open their Eyes to a 
very important Miftake, they have im- 
bibed through the authoritative Influences 
of Education, and ever fince retained 
through an Inability to get rid of thoſe 
early and arbitrary Impreſſions; and to 
communicate to them the Light you have 
received, and the Knowledge you have 
attained by the Help of ſuperiour Parts 
and Application, or by taking more Care 
than Kt to throw off-the Prejudices of 
youthful Inſtitutions. 

But if you are really touched with this 
humane and compaſſionate Concern for 
our Weakneſſes and Errors, and your great 
End is only to ſet us right in our Under- 
ſtandings, (as Charity would lead us to 
think it is,) why are your Documents de- 
livered ſo much in a Way of Raillery? 
Why muſt we be jeered into a better Judg- 
ment? The Subject is ſerious and impor- 
tant; and if you have indeed that hearty 
Concern for our better Information which 


you profeſs, ſuitable to the W 
an 
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An Appeal to Infidels. 7 
and Importance of the Subject, it is very 
ill-judged to mix Sarcaſms with your Ar- 
guments. This is rather to zpbraid, than 
pity our Ignorance; it hath the Air of In- 
ſult rather than Kzngneſs ; and is a very in- 
congruous and uncompaſſionate Method to 
be uſed with tender Conſciences and weak 
Underſtandings. Did you lay down your 
Reaſons, and propoſe your Arguments, 
in plain Terms, and with a Perſpicuity and 
Openneſs becoming your Sollicitude for 
our better Information, we would readily 
pay them all the Regard we thought due 
to their Weight, and thank you for the 
friendly Office? But when we find our- 
ſelves entertained with Harangue inſtead 
of Argument, with Hypotheſis inſtead of 
Fact, and Raillery inſtead of Reaſon, we 
deſire to be excuſed, if we cannot, with 
all our Charity, perſuade ourſelves, that 
our Information is your great and leading 
View. 

And this is apt to tempt us ſometimes to 
ſuſpect, that the main Spring of your 
Oppoſition to the Chriſtian Scheme is not 
Benevolence, but Ambition, or an Aﬀec- 
tation of being thought to have more Pe- 
netration and Wiſdom, and a greater Share 
of Senſe and Underſtanding than the reſt 


of the World; a Deſire to diſplay your 


Talents, and make a Figure in the Eyes of 
| Mankind, 
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A Plea for Chriſtianity, or 


Mankind, by diſcovering a more exact 
and delicate Judgment, that is ſhocked 
with Difficulties which others overlook, 
and diſcerns an Argument where others 
can ſee none, 

A Deſire to ſeem wiſer and more ſa- 
gacious than others is a Foble of the Hu- 
man Mind, from which few Perſons of 
lively Parts and elevated Fancy are exempt. 
A quick Reliſh for Fame is obſerved to 
be a Weakneſs almoſt inſeparable from 
great Minds: Not but that little Minds 
may have their Tincture of it too; which, 
whilſt it puſhes them forward to appear 
confiderable, often renders them but the 
more conſpicuouſly contemptible, This 
Paſſion for Applauſe then may be indulged 
to a Degree, that entirely fruſtrates the End 
of it; may ruin the Reputation it would 
raiſe; and prompt a Man to the moſt ex- 
travagant Enterprizes, only ta perpetuate 
his Name, though it be with a Brand of 
Infamy, 

And though your Productions, Gentle- 
men, which are moſtly Anonymous, may 
ſeem to vindicate you from the Imputa- 
tion of any ſuch Ambition; yet how far 
the Vanity of being conſidered as a fir/t- 
rate and diſtinguiſhed Genius in the Circle 
of your private Acquaintance and Friends, 
who are let into the Secret, may 1 

ute 


An Appeal to Infidels. 9 
bute to the Birth of ſuch Productions, 
may deſerve your particular Recollection. 
And if this be found at Bottom to be your 
main Motive in your ſeveral animated 
Attacks upon Chriſtianity, permit me to 
ſay, that this ill-judged Application of 
your Talents, in the Eſteem of wiſe and 
and ſober Men, expoſes rather than exalts 
your Character, and degrades rather than 
dignifies your Genius; which might ſhine 
with greater Advantage, and be employ'd 
with more Safety and Service, both to 
yourſelves and the Publick, another Way, 

Give me Leave then to aſk you, Gen- 
tlemen, in the next Place, 


QuERy II. 


Did you ever ſeriouſly confider, what it is 
that you really drive at, how far you 
mean to go, and what is the End 
you would gain? 


Is it not to ſubvert Chriſtianity, and 
eftabliſh ſome better Scheme of Religion in 
the Room of it ? But did you ever well 
conſider the immenſe Difficulty of ſuch a 
Taſk ? Which before you can accom- 
pliſh, ALES | 

You muſt ir prove Chriſtianity to 
be a downright Forgery, and a groſs Im- 

B paſition 
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10 A Plea for Chriſtianity, or 
poſition on the Conſciences and Under 
ſtandings of Men, For, pleaſe to remem- 
ber, Gentlemen, unleſs you can do this, 
ou do nothing. Jeſus of Nazareth, you 
now, aſſumed the Character of a Divine 
Prophet, and declared, without Reſerve, 
again and again, that he was a Teacher ſent 
of GOD. J am not come of myſelf, 
(faith he) but He that ſent me is true“. 
I proceeded forth and came from GO D; 
neither came I of myſelf, but He ſent meb. 
I have not ſpoken of my ſelf ; but the 
Father which ſent me, He gave me a Com- 
mandment, what I fhould jay, and what I 
ſhould ſpeak :— Whatſoever I ſpeak there- 
fore, even as the Father ſaid unto me, ſo I 
peak“. My Doctrine is not mine, but 
His that ſent me. Now ſince Feſus 
Chriſt made ſo many publick and poſitive 
Declarations, that he was ſent of GOD, 
and that he taught and delivered nothing 
to the World, but what he received from 
GOD; it muſt follow, that either the 
Doctrines he taught were truly Divine, 
or he himſelf was a Decei ver, in ſo often 
athrming that he received them from GOD, 
when he did not; i. e. He muſt be either 
a true Prophet, or a vile Impoſtor : For 
the Caſe here will admit of 10 An. 
| 2 


* John vii. 28. * John viii. 42. © John xii. 49, 50. 
1 John vii. 16. | 
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We Chriſtians readily believe the former 
Part of the Alternative, for Reaſons that 
are very ſatisfactory to us. But it is the 
latter, Gentlemen, that you ſeem to main- 


tain: Nay, which you muſt maintain, if 


you are conſiſtent with yourſelves. For 
it is a Matter worth your Conſideration, 
therefore give me leave to repeat it: 
« There can be no Medium: TFeſus Chriſt 
« muſt either have been a true Prophet ſent 
« of GOD; or a bold Impoſtor who came 
* of himſe If, declaring he was ſent of 
« GOD, when he was not.” | 
This latter Propgſition I apprehend is a 
little too hard to be reliſned by the more 
modeſt Diſciples i in the Cauſe of Infidelity; 
and perhaps is a Rock, they were little 
aware they ſhould be driven upon. © They 
would willingly allow Jeſus the Cha- 
*© racter of a moral Philoſopher, a wiſe and 
« worthy Man, who delivered ſome very 
* good Maxims of Virtue to the Jeus, 
* with a Freedom which their corrupt 
« Lives and Principles rendered them un- 
* able to bear; and which, therefore, 
drew upon him their utmoſt Hatred 
* and Malice, They will allow him the 
* Authority of a Seneca, or a Plutarch, 
* and are ready to pay y the ſame Deference 
* to his Dictates and Doctrines, as to 
* theirs Nay, they acknowledge the 
B 2 , immortal 
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12 A Phe for Chriſtianity, or 

« immortal and unrivalled Glory of | the 
** Chriſtian Prophet, and that he hath 
“ given the beſt Account of the Attributes 
* and Will of GOD, of any other Prophet 
« of Laugi ver in the W ld. ; that he hath 
« ſlated more clearly the ſeveral Duties 
« and Obligations of Moral Truth and 
*© Righteouſneſs, and enforced them with 
e ftronger Motives, and encouraged them 
« with Promiſes of more effeftual Aids and 
% Aſſiſtances, than had ever been done by 
% any other Prophet, Moraliſt, or Law- 
iver in Religion *, But for the Indij- 
cc «a Obligation of all his Doctrines, 
te or that he was immediately commiſſiun d 
* by GOD himſelf to introduce a Divine 
« Revelation, or a New Religion into the 
1 World; this they deſire to be excus'd 
giving their Aſſent to, till they have 
ce better Evidence.“ But, alas! this 
will not do. They cannot be excus'd giv- 
ing their Aſſent to this, unleſs they give 
their Aſſent to the other Part of the Pro- 
pofitton : For, as the Caſe ſtands, it plain- 
ly appears, that Jeſus Chriſt muſt either 

be a notorious Deceiver, or a true Prophet : 
He muſt either come of himſelf, or from 
GOD. For his declaring that He came 
from GOD, if he did not, deſtroys the 


Character of a wiſe, worthy, juſt, and 
moral 


* See Moral Philgſ. pag. 167, 392, 411+ 
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moral Man. His Doctrine, therefore, 
muſt be either a complicated Impoſture, or 
a Divine Revelation. E 

So, that, Sirs, if you know what you 
are about, and would do any thing to 
Purpoſe, in your Attempts to ſet afide tbe 
Chriſtian Revelation, and the Obligations 
of it, your firſt Buſineſs is to prove, that 
Jeſus Chriſt was not ſent of G O D, (as 
He faid he was,) but came of bis own 
Head; that He was an Impoſtor, and his 
pretended Miſſion @ Deluſion. Till you 
prove this, you do nothing. Till you 
prove this, and very plainly and clearly 
prove it, with Arguments ſuperior to any 
that can be urged to the contrary, the 
other Part of the Propofition muſt remain 
in its full Force ; viz. that He was, (what 
He pretended and declared himſelf to be,) 
a Teacher ſent of GOD; and conſequent- 
ly his Doctrine Divine. 

But ſuppoſe you could thus ſet afide 
the Chriſtian Revelation, you have done 
but half your Work. Your next Buſi- 
neſs will be to find out a better Syſtem, or 
Scheme of Religion, to ſubſtitute in the 
Room of it. And as it is much eaſier to 
pull down than to build up, herein, per- 
haps, you may meet with more Difficulty 
than you apprehend, 0 

b 


14 Pla for Chriſtianity, or 
It is eaſy enough to imagine, that the 
Superſtructure you mean to raiſe on the 


Ruins of Chri/ttanity, is the Religion of 


Nature; and that you intend to take your 
Moral Syſtem from the Writings of the 
New Teſtament ; which you allow to con- 
tain a very compleat Collection of all Moral 
Precepts ; that is, that the Religion of Na- 
ture is no where better delineated than 
in the Doctrines and Inſtitutions of Him, 
whom you muſt look upon as an In. 

poſtor 
But now, why is the Religion of Mo- 
rality better than that of Chriſtianity ; 
when the whole of Moral Religion is in- 
cluded in the Chriſtian, and is Part of it? 
The moſt that can be ſaid then is, that 
Chriſtianity is no better than Merality. If 
it be as good then, why all theſe mighty 
Efforts to overthrow it ? and apon its Ruins 
to raiſe another Syſtem, which is con- 
feſſedly no better; nay, only Part of the 
fame? And when that Part of it which 
you retrench, (in the Opinion of thoſe 
who are beſt able to judge of both,) adds 
a manifeſt Beauty and Excellence to that 
which you retain; not only as it makes 
a further Diſcovery of the Extent of Man's 
Duty and Happineſs; but enforces the 
Precepts of Morality with Sanftions and 
Motives, 


bi 
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Motives, and exhibits a Power to practiſe 
them, unknown to the Religion of Nature, 

So that, Gentlemen, the Thing you aim 
at is, to ſet up the Religion of Nature, or 
Morality, in the Room of, and in Oppo- 
fition to, that of Chriſtianity; that is, to 
ſet up a Part in Oppoſition to the Whole, 
and prove it to be much better; forming 
your moral Scheme upon that of the Goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt; who, you confeſs, hath 
deliver'd a moſt admirable One; but whom, 
in every thing elſe He taught, you will 
prove to be an Impoſtor: An Enterprize, 
which, if I miſtake not, will require all 
the Strength of your Genius, and the ut- 
moſt Stretch of your Abilities, however 
ſuperior they may be to thoſe of the 
Reſt of Mankind. | 

But let me further aſk you, Gentlemen, 
and be ſo good as to let us know in plain 
Terms, 


Qu ERV III. 


What is your grand Objectiun againſt 
that Part of Chriſtianity, which pre- 
tends to the Authority of pure Reve- 
lation? Or, What is the real Founda- 
tion of all your Diſlike to it? 


For whatever Share Vanity, or an Am- 
bition of appearing wiſer than others, may 
ve 


16 A Plea for Cbriſtianity, or 
have in putting you upon ſuch repeated 
and vigorous Endeavours to ſubvert it; 
there ſeems to be 4 ſecret Diſguſt which 
you have ſome Way or other taken againſt 
it, that muſt be ſuppos'd to be a privy 
Motive to thoſe Attempts. This does not 
ſeem to be owing to what you generally 
pretend, viz. the Want of ſufficient Evi- 
dence; for this Reaſon, Becauſe you never 
yet have fairly collected all the Evidences 
of Chriſtianity, both its External and In- 
ternal, and ſet them in that full and im- 
partial Light, in which ts Advocates have 
preſented them to you, in order to encoun- 
ter them in all their Force, This you 
have ever cautiouſly avoided, as diffident 
of your Equality to ſuch an Encounter, 
The true Reaſon, then, of your Di/af- 
fection to the Chriſtian Revelation, mult be 
fomething elſe. And if we may be per- 
mitted to gueſs by what you have -often 
intimated, we will ſuppoſe it to be the 
Abſtruſeneſs or Obſcurity of ſome of its 
Doctrines, which in your Eye appear, not 
only incomprebenſible and myſterious, but 
inconſiſtent and abſurd. 

But wherein do the Do&#rines of the 
Chriſtian Revelation appear ſo abſurd? 
You have too much Ingenuity and Judg- 
ment to charge to the Account of Cbriſtia- 


nity all the ridiculous Notions, that _— 
; een 


An Appeal to Infidel, 17 
been ever maintain'd by thoſe that bear 
the Name of Chriſtians. You will not call 
all the extravagant and wild Reveries of 
Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm, the Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity. No; but you ſay, Take 
them as they lie in the New Teſtament, 
and you know not what to make of them. 

—— But may not this poſſibly be your 
own Fault? Are you fure you read the 
Bible without Prejudice, with a proper 
Allowance for the Diſadvantage of its 
being a Tranſlation from a dead and dif- 
ficult Language; the Language of the 
Ortentals; whoſe Forms of Speech, and 
Manners of Life, were ſo widely different 
from thoſe of the Europeans? Have you 
endeavoured to furniſh yourſelf with a 
competent Knowledge of its peculiar Idioms, 
and of the Cuſtoms of thoſe People whoſe 
Hiſtory it contains? Do you obſerve to 
take it in the Connection and Analogy of 
its ſeveral Parts; and give it leave to in- 
terpret and explain itſelf ? And, in ſhort, 
ſudy it with that Diligence, Impartiality, 
and Candour, you would any other diffi- 
cult Author of approv'd Antiquity ? Were 
this the Caſe, I am ſatisfied you would 
not be fo forward to lay Inconſiſtency and 
Abſurdity to the Charge of Scripture. And 
if you do not thus fludy it, and take care 
to underſtand it aright, you would do 

C well 
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18 A Plea for Chriſtianity, or 
well to conſider, that whilſt you are ex- 
poſing the ſeeming Abſurdities of Scripture, 
you do but expoſe your own real Ino- 
rance. 

But ſuppoſe you cannot get over the 
Diſſiculties with which ſome of its Doctrines 
are attended, is that a juſt and ſufficient 
Reaſon to diſcard all the Reſt; even thoſe 
you do underſtand, and have no Objection 
againſt? Are you reſolved to inn 
all, before you believe any; and to reject 
the Whole, for the Sake of two or three 
Doctrines, againſt which your only Objection 
is, that you do not underſtand them ? Which 
is in effect to ſay, that they may be true, 
for ought you know: For you will hardly 
be ſo ſanguine as to affirm, that nothing 
can be true, but what you underſtand, 

No Man, to be ſure, is bound to beheve 
ſelf-evident Contradictions; even though 
they may come recommended by the pre- 
tended Authority of an infallible Revela- 
tion: Becauſe it is not poſſible he ſhould 
have ſo great an A//urance, that that Re- 
velation is true, as he hath that ſuch „ef- 
contradictory Principles are falſe, But as 
no one hath yet attempted to prove, that 
the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, fairly ſtated 
from Scripture, are of this Nature, how- 
ever obſcure or incomprehenſible ſome few 
of them may be; the Caſe then amounts 

to 
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to this: That becauſe ſome ſew of its 
Doctrines are too ſublime for the preſent 
Reach of Human Reaſon, therefore the 
Whole of them are to be rejected as a coun- 
ferfeit Revelation. 

Is it ſential then to a Divine Revelation, 
that all the Doctrines it reveals ſhould be 
proportion'd to the preſent Comprehenſion 
of all thoſe, to whom that Revelation is 
made? Nay, in Caſe Gop was to make a 
real Revelation to Men, is it not reaſona- 
ble to ſuppoſe, on the contrary, that it 
muſt contain ſome Things in it, which they 
cannot yet perfectly comprehend, by Reaſon 
of the Darkneſs and Diſorder the Human 
Faculties are in at preſent? Doth not a 
pure Revelation imply a Diſcovery of ſome 
Truths, which could not be learnt by the 
Light of Nature; and which, therefore, 
as the Reaſon of Mankind could not d:/- 
cover of itſelf, ſo it may not be able tho- 
roughly to comprehend them when diſco- 
vered ? Is the Sublimity of any Doctrine, 
merely in itſelf conſider'd, a concluſive 
Argument againſt the Divinity of it? Or 
your ſaying, that you do not ſee how it 
can be true, an infallible Proof that 2z7 15 
not? How then can the Darkneſs and 
Difficulty of ſome few Do&rines in the 
Chriſtian Revelation, be a ſufficient Rea- 
fon for rejecting the Whole of that Reve- 

* C 2 lation, 


20 A Plea for Chriſtianity, or 
lation, when it does not appear a fit and 
juſtifiable Reaſon abſolutely for rejecting 
even thoſe Doctrines themſebves ?!——PBut 
let me aſk you, Gentlemen, after all, 


Query IV, 


Are you fincerely determined to fland or 


Fall by the Morality of the Goſpel? 


Are you indeed reſolv'd to form your 
Lives and Tempers by it, and to live up 
to the Precepts and Obligations of it; to 
govern all your Paſſions in that abſolute 
Manner it requires ; to renounce all known 
Sin even in the Thought; to do 70 others 
that which you would they ſhould do to you 
upon a ſuppoſed Change of Circumſtances; 
to avord all Appearances of Evil ; to cul- 
tivate a Spirit of Meekneſs, Moderation, 


and Charity; to give up yourſelves to Prety 


and Prayer; to forgive and love your Ene- 
mies, and to do good to them that hate you? 
Do not ſuch Precepts ſeem a little too 
ſevere? And whatever may have been ſup- 
poſed in the former Query, as to your 


pretended Veneration for the Morality of 


the Goſpel, it deſerves your ſerious Exami- 
nation, whether your original and main 
Objettion againſt Chriſtianity does not take 
its Riſe rather from the Stridne/s of its 

"; Olga. 
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Obligations, than the Abſtruſeneſs of its 
Dottrines. | 

It is an eaſy Matter, no doubt, for a 
Man to live up to a Religion of his own 
making. And, indeed, it is but too juſtly 
ſuſpected, that your grand and governing 
Aim in exerting yourſelves ſo indefatiga- 
bly to ſubvert the Chriſtian Inſtitution is, 
to get rid of the Strifneſs of its Moral 
Precepts ; and that you may be at Liberty 
to mould and model what you call the 
Religion of Nature, and which you pro- 
poſe to ſet up in its ſtead, in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as beſt ſuits your particular Taſtes 


and Diſpoſitions. For as the Religion of 


Nature is nothing but the Religion of Rea- 
ſon, it will be natural for you to ſet up 
your own Regſon as the Standard; which, 
if biaſs'd (as it poſſibly may be,) by ſome 
conſtitutional Vices, will not fail to deter- 
mine too much in Favour of thoſe Vices, 
in the Scheme it ſhall form of Natural 
Religion : The Conſequence of which will 
be, that you may keep your Sins and your 
Religion together, which upon the Scheme 
" the Goſpel-Religion, it is impoſſible to 
0, 

Excuſe me, Gentlemen, if this bears a 
little too hard u pon your Character as 
Moral Deifts. It is not what I alert: : 
But what is ſhrewdly ſiſpected by ſome ; 
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22 A Plea for Chriſtianity, or 

and what deſerves your ſober and impar. 
tial Reſearch. And the Suſpicion, it muſt 
be own'd, receives Weight from this fur- 
ther Conſideration, That if you had 7hat 
high Veneration for the Moral Precepts of 
Chriſtianity which you profeſs, you would 
think yourſelves oblig'd to live up to them; 
which if you fincerely defir'd and endea- 
vour'd, you would be ſo far diſpoſed in 
Favour of the Doctrines of it, (with which 
they are ſo cloſely connected, ) that you 
could never conclude Jeſus Chriſt to be an 
Impoſtor for publiſhing them: Nay, were 
you heartily reſolv'd to live up to the Ob. 
ligations of Moral Religion, as contain'd 
in the Goſpel, you would ſoon be convinc'd 
of the Beauty, Power, and Excellence of 
thoſe Principles it recommends, as neceſ- 
ſary to enforce that Practice it requires, 


QuEeRy V. 


Suppoſing a real Revelation were to come 
from GOD, to ſupply the Defects 
of Natural Religion, to remove the 
Prejudices, and aſſiſt the Reaſonings 
of Mankind, with regard to the pro- 
per Perfection and Happineſs of their 
Nature, and to be a certain Guide 
to it; (and ſuch a Thing, you muſt 
own, 7s poſſible: Suppofing it _ 

en, 


then, I fay,) In what Manner would 
you expect that ſuch a Revelation 
From Heaven ſhould be communicated 
to Man, or introduc'd into the World? 
What would you wiſh to be the Sub- 
flance of it? And how would you de- 
fire to have it atteſted and confirm'd? 


Let us attend to theſe Three Things 
diſtinctly. 


I. Suppoſing a real Revelation were to 
come from GOD, in what Manner, think 
you, would it be proper that it ſhould be 
made or communicated to Man? 

Doubtleſs you would expect, it ſhould be 
made (that is, made known) to the World, 
in ſuch a Manner, as is moſt agreeable to 
the eſtabliſb d Order of Things, and to the 
uſual Methods of Go 0's Diſpenſations to- 
wards his Creatures; and at the ſame 
Time, as would be moſt conducive to an- 
{wer the great Ends and Defigns of ſuch 
a Revelation. Now there are Four 
Mays, in which it may be communicat- 
ed, viz. 

(1.) This might be done by the Mini- 
ftration of Angels; attended with unuſual 
Phenomena in the Air, an audible Voice 
from Heaven, and all that terrifying Pomp 
of Miracles we read of in the Promulga- 

tion 
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24 A Plea for Chriſtanity, of 
tion of the Law from Mount Sinai; with 
an expreſs Command, that what was then 
heard ſhould be faithfully recorded, for 
the Benefit. and Inſtruction of future Ge. 
nerations. Or, 

(2.) Gop might make known his Will 
by particular Inſpirations: I mean, by 
communicating it in an immediate and 
extraordinary Manner, by a Divine and 
irreſiſtible Impulſe on the Mind of every 
particular Perſon: For, doubtleſs, the 
Maler of the Human Mind can affect and 
influence it in what Manner he pleaſeth, 
and by an immediate Illumination produce 
the moſt efefFual Conviction. Or, 

(3.) By raiſing up in every Age a com- 
petent Number of Perſons thus Divineh 
inſpired, to teach the reſt of Mankind 
what They were immediately taught of 
GOD; which was an uſual Method un- 
der the Fewiſh Diſpenſation. Or, 

(4.) By ſending an extraordinary Perſon 
into the World under an extraordinary 
Character; not only as a Prophet, but 
ſomething more than a Prophet; who, 
tho' the Dignity of his Embaſſy requir'd 
that he ſhould be more than Man, ſhould, 
notwithſtanding, for the Benefit of a more 
free and familiar Converſe with Men, 
aſſume, and appear in their Form and Na- 
ture; who ſhould atteft his Divine 1 

on, 
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fon, not only by the perfect Innocence of 
his Life, and the Purity of his Doctrine, 
but by the Grfts of Prophecy and Mira- 
cles, whereby he ſhould be enabled to 
ſpeak and act, as no Man before him 
ever did; who ſhould oper his Commiſſion 
thus ratified and atteſted, and publickly 
declare to the World, that he was ſent as 
an extraordinary Meſſenger from GO D, 
to make a New Revelation of his Will to 
Mankind; who thould deliver the Doctrines 
He was ſent to teach, with a Plainneſs 
and Simplicity becoming the Importance 
of them; and finally, ſhould ſeal them 
with his Death, and devolve upon his firſt 
Followers and Diſciples the fame extraor- 
dinary Gifts of Prophecy and Miracles, 
which he had received himſelf, to enable 
them to publiſh the Doctrines He taught 
throughout the World, and commit them 
to Writing as a ſtanding Revelation, or 
Record of Divine Truths, for the Benefit 
of future Ages. 

Now it is well known, that in this 
Manner the Chriſtian Revelation was uſher- 
ed into, and eſtabliſhed in the World. 
And how far this Manner of its being 
conveyed or communicated to Men, is pre- 
ferable to the other Three before mention- 
ed, I need not ſtay particularly to ſhew. 
At firſt View it appears to be the leaſt 

D Devi- 
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26 A Plea for Chriſtianity, or 
Deviation from the natural and ſettled 
Order of Things; to be beſt ſuited to 
the Deſign of a general and ftanding Re- 
velation, and adapted to render the im- 
portant Purpoſes of it moſt effectual. 80 
that no reaſonable Ohjefion can be con- 
ceived to lie againſt the Revelation of the 
Goſpel from the Method of its Promulga- 
tion. Again, 


2. Suppoſing that an immediate Revela- 
tion were really to be given by GOD to 
Men, What are the Advantages you would 
expect from it? Or what could you wiſh or 
deſire ſhould be the Subſtance of it? 

Would it not be reaſonable to expect, 

(J.) That ſuch a Revelation ſhould have 
for its Baſis the Religion of Nature? That 
it ſhould give it the moſt exquifite Touches, 
its laſt Finiſhing; and carry it to the high- 
eſt Degree of Improvement? That it ſhould 
eſtabliſh and enforce all the Obligations of 
Morality, and confirm the great and im- 
portant Principles of it; particularly, hat 
fundamental One, relating to the Exiſtence, 
Nature, and Perfections of the Divine 
Being? And that it ſhould diſtinctly open 
and urge the various Duties and Devoirs 
of Man, ariſing from the reſpective Rela- 
tions he ſtands in, both to his Creator, and 
his Felloio- Creatures; or conſidered, both 

as 
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as an Inhabitant of this World, and an 
Expectant of a better? | 

(2.) Would you not hope to have the 
great Doctrine of the Immortality of Hu- 
man Souls, and that of a Future State of 
Exiſtence, reſcued from the Darkneſs and 
Uncertainty of Philoſophy, and ſet in the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt convincing Light? 
(3.) Would you not expect to fee the 
Duties and Precepts it enjoins, the Aids 
and Bleſ/ings it promiſes, the Sanctions and 
Encouragements it propoſes, all ſuitably 
adapted to the preſent State and Exigence 
of Human Nature; ſuch as a Revelation 
deſigned for the Comfort and Benefit of 
Mankind in their preſent State, muſt be 
ſuppoſed to contain? and to find the 
Exhortations, Arguments, and Motives ad- 
dreſſed to them, not as perfect Creatures, 
but as Creatures under an unnatural Di/- 
order and Imbecillity in the State and Pow- 
ers of their Mind? For that the Mind 
of Man is not now in the State it origi- 


nally was, but under the Power of a /ad © 


Depravity, is, I ſuppoſe, what you will 
not deny; it having been long ago con- 
feſs d by Plato, and other diligent Re- 
ſearchers into the State of Human Na- 


ture *. 
| D 2 (4.) Would 


See Stilling fleet's Origines Sacre, Book III. Chap. iii. 
Fag. 487, & eq» | 
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28 A Plea for Chriſtianity, or 


(4.) Would you not likewiſe be glad 
to be certainly inform'd of the true Origin 
and Source of that Depravity? Whence 
it was that ſo much Natural and Moral 
Evil at firſt crept into the Creation of 
' Gov, and render'd this Part of it ſuch a 
Scene of Folly, Madneſs, and Miſery ? 

(5.) Would you not be glad to ſee 4 
Remedy propos d adequate to this univerſal 
Diſeaſe, ſuited to the Nature and Circum- 
ſtances of it, and proportioned to the 
Weakneſs of the Patient? Or a certain 
and infallible Method preſcrib'd, by which 
the Human Nature may be meliorated, 
rectified, and reſtor'd to its proper Strength, 
Beauty, and Felicity? And, 

(6.) Were this Revelation to contain 
nothing but what might be learnt from 
the Light of Nature, who does not fee, 
that fis would be a very juſt and mate- 
rial Exception againſt its Authority ? For 
if it taught us no more than what we knew, 
or might know without it, what Occafion 
were there for it? and how would it an- 
fwer the proper Deſign of à Revelation? 
Another requiſite Character then of 4 
Divine Revelation is, that it contain ſome 
Things, which Men did not, and could 
not know without it, but which however 
are yery neceſſary to be known, 

e Now 
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Now I dare appeal to you, Gentlemen, 
whether Chri/tianity, as it lies in the Goſpel, 
and is underſtood by all the moſt ſober 
and judicious Chriſtians, does not contain 
all theſe Requifites and Characters of a 
Divine Revelation? ——Hath it not given 
the laſt and moſt exquifite Touches to the 
Law of Nature? Hath it not brought Life 
and Immortality to Light? Does it not 
diſcover the Source of thoſe ſad and de- 
plorable Diſorders, the Human Nature at 
preſent lies under? And does it not diſco- 
ver the proper Remedy for them; à Re- 
medy every way proportioned to the Nature 
of the Diſeaſe, and the Circumſtances of 
the Patient; in the Mediation of the Son 
of GOD, and the Grace and Miniſtry of 
the Spirit? And could either the Cauſe or 
Cure of this univerſal Malady be ever 
found out by the Light of Nature? 80 
that upon the whole, does not the Chriſtian 
Revelation contain in it every Thing, which 
it would be reaſonable to expect, a real 


Revelation coming from 60 D ſhould? 
But, 


3. In what Manner would you have ſuch 

a Revelation atteſted? Or by what Kind of 

Teſtimony, or Credentials, would you expect 
fo have it confirm'd ? 

Beſides 
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go A Plea for Chriſtianity, or 
Beſides the fore-mention'd Internal Evi. 
dence of it, in its affording ſuch a mani. 
feſt Diſcovery of important Truths and 
Fats, as is every way worthy of the great 


600 to make, and being exactly ſuited 


to the Neceſſities and Circumſtances of 515 
Creatures to whom it is made; would you 
not expefF, that it ſhould be confirm d by 
fome External Proofs, as neceſſary to pro- 
cure Credit to its Authority; eſpecially 
with vulgar Minds, which are not fo apt 
to be convinc'd purely by the Evidence of 
its Intrinfick Excellence and Perfection? 
But now, by what External Proofs 
would you have the Truth and Divi- 
ty of ſuch a Revelation aſcertain'd ? Can 
you imagine any more [ikely to awaken 
the Attention and Conſideration of Men in 
general, and conſequently more proper for 
the Purpoſe, than Prophecy, and Miracles? 
Would it not appear fit and deſirable, 


that Gop ſhould prepare the Way for the 


Reception of ſuch a Revelation, by giving 
frequent Intimations of it to the World 
before it came? That by the Gift of In 
ſpiration he ſhould enable Perſons, in dif- 
ferent Ages and Periods of the World, 
to foretell it, and to deſcribe the Perſon 
who ſhould be the Meſſenger of it to Men; 
the Time when He ſhould appear; his Cha- 

racter 
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rater and Actions; and the Treatment he 
ſhould meet with from the World? Would 
you not expect, that this Divine Meſſenger 
himſelf ſhould be inveſted alſo with this 
Prophetick Gift and Character; ſo as to be 
able to foretell, in a plain and circumſtan- 
tial Manner, ſeveral important Future 
Events, relating to his own Death; the 
Oppoſition his New Religion ſhould meet 
with afterwards; the Condition of thoſe 
that ſhould have Courage enough to eſ- 
pouſe and propagate it, and the Fate of 2 0 
that ſhould have the Obſtinacy finally to 
reject it? And that the ſame Git of In- 
ſpiration and Prophecy ſhould devolve up- 
on Theſe, whom he ſhould depute to preach 
and ſpread his Doctrines in the World, 
after he left it? And would not the 
punctual Accompliſhment of all theſe Pro- 
phecies relating to this New Revelation, 
deliver'd both before, at, and after its firſt 
Promulgation, be a wonderful and nnde- 
niable Atteſtation to the Divine Authority 
of it? 

But beſide this, would it not be natural 
to expec?, that the Meſſenger of it ſhould 
be endow'd with a Power of working Mi- 
racles, for the further Confirmation of his 
Divine Miſſion; 3 to prove that He really 
was what he X. to be, an extra- 

ordinary Prophet and Teacher. c * 35 
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32 A Plea for Cbriſtianity, or 
GOD, to inſtruct Mankind in a New 
Religion, and make known to them ſome 
Truths of great Importance before un- 
known? And that the Miracles to be 
. wrought for this Purpoſe ſhould be ſo nu- 
merous and popular, ſo beneficent and un- 
conteſted, as none wrought before them 
ever were? And that They, who ſhould 
be appointed to propagate this New In- 
flitution after him, ſhould be impower'd 
fo work the ſame Kind of Miracles for the 
Confirmation of it ſeveral Ages afterwards? 
And finally, that the Succeſs of it in the 
World ſhould be an/werable to its Divine 
Dignity and Original ; ſhould bear down all 
Oppoſition before it; ſhould overcome the 
Carnal Intereſts and Prejudices of Man- 
kind ; and ſuddenly diffuſe its Heavenly 
Influence and Power, almoſt to every 
Corner of the Earth? 

Now, I fay, were the great GOD to 
make an immediate Revelation of his Will 
to his Creatures, would it not be expeded, 
that it ſhould be made appear to be ſo, 
or that the Divine Authority of it ſhould 
be atteſted and confirmed, in ſome ſuch 
Manner as this? And indeed, what greater 
External Evidence can there be of a Di- 
vine Revelation, than this is? 

And is not all this the Evidence now, 
by which the Goſpel- Revelation is __— 

ed? 
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ed ? — Was it not foretold, that the 
Meſſiah ſhould come, many Ages before 
he did? Was not the Time of his Coming 
punctually prefix'd in Prophecy ? Did not 
Feſus Chrift come preciſely at that Time; 
and in his Character, Actions, Life, and 


Sufferings, anſwer to the general and true 


Senſe and Conſtruction of thoſe Propbecies, 
tho' they were miſtaken by ſome, for 
whoſe Benefit they were immediately in- 
tended? Did He not in many Inſtances 
diſcover a perfect Knowledge of the Hearts 
of Men ? and ſhew a very comprehenſive 
Injight into Futurity ; by foretelling, the 
Manner and Circumſtances of his own 
Death; his Reſurrection on the third Day; 
his Aſcenſion into Heaven; the Deſcent of 
the Spirit upon his Diſciples ; and parti- 
cularly, the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, in 
ſo circumſtantial a Manner, as perhaps no 
Event was ever pointed out in Prophecy ? 


And had not many of his Diſciples after 


him the ſame Spirit of Prophecy? Were 
not all theſe Prophecies plainly and 
punctually fulfilled? And are we not af- 
ſured of all this, as far as the Truth of 
Hiftory may be depended upon; and as 
far as we can be of any Facts ſo long 
lince paſt ? 
And as for Miracles, where do we read 
of any lite thoſe that were wrought by 
„„ 
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34 A Plea for Chriftianity, of 
Feſus Chriſt in Confirmation of his Divine 
Miſſion, both for the Nature, Number, 
and Witneſſes of them? And were not 
the like Miracles occaſionally wrought for 
the ſame Purpoſe by his ſucceeding Diſci- 
ples for near 300 Years afterwards ; till 
the Increaſe and Advancement of Human 
Learning among Chriſtians, and the Ceaſ- 
ing of Perſecutions ſuperſeded their Con- 
tinuance ? And finally, Did not his Goſpel 
make a moſt ſudden, rapid, and extenſive 
Progreſs, almoſt throughout all the Parts 
of the known World, notwithſtanding 
all the Idolatry, Ignorance, Malice and 
Prejudice of Men, of different Intereſts and 
Religions, that ſtood in its Way ? 

Now, upon the whole, if there be any 
other Way, in which a Divine Revelation 
can be ſuppos d to be better evidenced and 
atteſted, let it be ſhewn what it is. But if, 
upon Recollection, you can think of mw 
better Way; but are oblig'd to own, that 
a Revelation coming from G O D, muſt 
bring ſome ſuch Credentials along with it, 
then how ſtrong is the Argument in Favour 
of the Chriſtian Revelation; that it comes 
actually confirmed in that Manner, which 
you are forced to confeſs is the only May, 
by which a Divine Revelation can be 
known to be ſo? The Conſequence of 
which is, that if Chriſtianity be not a Ir 

all 


- 
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and Divine Revelation, it is impoſſible to 
know that any one is. 

But further, Gentlemen, I would beſeech 


you to conſider, 


Query VI. 


Whether the Manner, in which you have 
conducted your Oppoſition to the Chri- 
ian Revelation, be altogether becom- 
ing the Seriouſneſs and Solemnity of 

the Subject? 


For is it not notorious, that many of 
you have treated Things, which you know 
are eſteemed Sacred by others, in a Way 
ſo droll and ludicrous, as if your only 
Deſign was to make yourſelves merry, and 
gain the Laugh on your Side? But how 
far Decency and good Manners will bear 
you out, in treating the Religion of your 
Country, (which, at leaſt, has the moſt 
plauſible Marks of Divinity of any Re- 
ligion in the World,) with ſo much In- 
dignity and Contempt, you would do well 
to conſider. 

Review, I beſeech you, the Manner in 
which the Controverſy hath been carried 
on between you and the Chriſtians. Hath 
it not been with Sneer and Hirt, and 
affected Strokes of & martneſs and Satyr, on 

. dS — 
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the one Side; and with plain Reaſoning, 
cool Argument, Facts, and ſolid Teſtimony 
on the other? Was Truth ever defended, 
or ſupported, the former Way; or Error, 
the latter? Are not the Advocates for 
the worſt Cauſe generally the moſt noiſy, 
confident, and bluſtering ? Cowardiſe and 
Falſhood require thoſe Arts, to give them 
Countenance, and to impoſe on the Weak 
and Credulous: Truth and Virtue need 
them not, nor uſe them, 

Would you not be aſhamed to treat any 
other Scheme of Notions, whether Phyjical 
or Philoſophical, in the ſame Manner ? And 
is not this Debate of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance ? At leaſt then, let it be handled 
with common Decency. - How can I 
think that Man in Earneſt, or in his Wits, 
that does nothing but /augh and make 
Faces, while he pretends to be convincing 
me of the moſt dangerous and the moſt 
fatal Mijtake in the World? Why then, 
when we come expecting to find Accu- 
racy and Solidity of Argument, are we 
perpetually put off with Burle/gue, Ban- 
ter, and Buffoonery ; while you labour to 
make that appear ridiculous, which you can 
never prove ſo; and fleer at what you can- 
not confute? An approved Sign in all 
other Caſes, of a bad Cauſe, or a bad Head 
to defend a good One, 2 Paſs 


Would 
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Would any Mora} Philoſopher in the 
World but yours, treat even a moral Sub- 
ject with mere Merriment and Laughter ? 
And when he invites People to come and 
hear ſound Senſe and ſolid Argument, 
put them off with Grimace and Raillery ; 
fall to Raving, inſtead of Reaſoning ; and 
ſuffer the inſolent Ranter to make a Fool 
of the Moral Philoſopher ? 

That Writer was, to be ſure, yery un- 
happy in the Title he choſe to prefix ta 
his Performance; as I cannot but think 
moſt of the Authors of this Stamp are, 
unleſs it be done with Defign : And th 
it is much the ſame Artifice, as . 
forth a proud and pompous Sign without, to 
entice Paſſengers to ſtop, and taſte the 
muddy , poiſonous Liquors within. The 
Grounds and Reaſons of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, was deſigned to ſhew, that Chri- 
fanity was ſupported by no ſufficient 
Grounds or Reaſons at all. Chriſtianity 
not founded on Argument, ſeems to imply 
the Author's Conſciouſneſs, that upon that 
Foundation it was impregnable z and that 
therefore, before it can be overthrown, it 
muſt be fet upon ſome other. However, 
if it be net founded on Argument, it is 
much after all, that it ſhould be as old 
a the Creation, 


It 
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38 A Plea for Chriſtianity, or 
It is very poſſible, you may look upon 


we Author of Chriſtianity not founded on 


Argument, as a Firſt-rate Wit, and his 
Production as a Maſter-prece in its Kind; 
(and it is to be hoped, that few will envy 
him the Honour of it:) But what Notion 
can you imagine a Man of ſober Senſe 
and Underſtanding would form of that 
Piece? Is it indeed any thing more 
than one perpetual Sneer ? A low Affecta- 
tion to ridicule one great Principle of 
Chriſtianity, by a ſtudied Miſrepreſentation 
of it? and to expoſe it to Contempt, by 
preſenting it in the moſt unnatural and 
hideous Light ?— The Thing is writ, it 
muſt be own'd, with Spirit and Vivacity: 
But ſtrip it of its gay Plumes that ſtrike the 
Fancy, the Pomp of Stile, the Force of 
Wit, and the Arts of Diſguiſe, that animate 
and embelliſh the Whole; and what re- 
mains, but the weakeſt and wwickede/t Notion 
that ever had the Honour to be ſupported by 
Form of Argument ? Such as a Child © in 
<* the Impotence and Impuberty of a du- 
«© tiful Underſtanding, in the tractable 
<«. Simplicity of unpractiſed Reaſon, and 
with all the obſequious Submiſſion and 
humble Acquieſcence of a Babe fitting 
« down ſ0 learn his Leſſon ,“ would diſ- 

dain 


* 


See Chriſflianity not founded on Argument, Pag. 75. 
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dain to own for Argument, much more 
to receive for Truth, 

Whatever was the Author's real Defign 
in meddling with ſuch a Subject, his Me- 
thod of treating it, I am ſure, is ſufficient 
to juſtify the Suſpicions that are entertain- 
ed of it ; that it was only a wanton and 
wicked Experiment, to ſee how far the 
mere Force of Wit and Language would. 
go, to ſhock the Faith of Chriſtians by 
ridiculing it. For it requires the higheſt 
Degree of Charity, to think he is ſo weak, 
as to be in earneſt, or to believe one Word 
of what he ſays. However, moſt cer- 
tain it is, “that the /udicrous Turn he ſo 
« often gives to Scripture, and the Air 
of Burleſque and Irony that runs through 
te the whole Piece, neither ſuits the Cha- 
* rater of a rapturous Devotee, ſo often 
« affected, nor diſcovers a becoming Senſe 
© of the infinite Moment of the Queſtio 
<« 1n Debate *. | 

And is not this the Artillery you gene- 
rally play off againſt the Religion of your 
Country ? Which is not ſo much Attack 
as Inſult, and ſhews rather your Contempt 
of it, than any Hope you really have of 
overthrowing it. | | 

Gentlemen, Chrifianity, an Inſtitution 
ſo benevolent, and fo friendly to the In- 

tereſts 


See Doddridge's Anſwer, Letter I. Pag 7. 


#5 J Pha for Chritianity, of 
tereſts of Human Nature, deſerves better 
Treatment at your Hands, 03 
Vou may, if you pleaſe, plead for the 
Liberty of Burleſque and Humour on grave 
Subjects, and quaintly tell us, that ** zhat 
« which will not bear Raillery, is ſuſpi- 
© cious*;” that Truth, tis ſuppoſed, 
« will bear all Lights ; and one of thoſe 
principal Lights, and natural Mediums, 
* by which Things are to be viewed, in 
© order to a thorough Recognition, is 
e Ridicule itſelf ;“ that is, provided it 
be not groſs, but refined and genteel f. 
Which in plain Language is, Religion and 
the moſt Sacred Things in Nature may 
be /laugh'd at; and every one, provided he 
have but Wit enough, is at Liberty to 
expoſe it, and make it look as ridiculous 
as he can, And if it does not bear bis 
Teſt, (that is to fay, if it appear ridiculous, 
when it is repreſented fo by being artfully 
diſguiſed, and dreſſed up in falſe Colours,) 
it is to be looked upon as ſuſpicious. As 
if the parti- colour d Coat might not be put 
npon any Back : Or, as if voy Thing in 
Nature, though of the moſt acknow- 
tedged Truth and Sanctity, was incapa- 
ble of being miſrepreſented and abuſed; 
or when {et in a groteſque and ridiculous 
Light, 
* See Lord Shaftſburys CharaFeriflicks, Vol. I. 
Pag. 74. f bid. Pag. 61. 1 id. Pag. 63. 


Light, would not appear Groteſque and 
Ridiculous. 
By the Leave of this Noble Author I 
muſt enter my Diſſent here, and affirm, 
that Burleſque and Banter is ſo far from 
being a natural Medium, that it is the 
Falſeſt Medium Truth can be repreſented 
in; that in Point of common Decency, 
grave and ſolemn Subjects ſhould be treated 
in a grave and ſolemn Manner; and that 
Ridicule ſhould never be praiſed, but 
upon Subjects plainly Ridiculous in them- 
ſelves; and not upon 7hoſe, which are ca- 
pable of being made appear fo by Humour 
and falſe Colouring : For then, nothing 
would be exempt; ſince every Thing 
may be made to appear Ridiculous, and, 
conſequently, every Thing muſt be Sz/- 
picious. 
Beſides, how muſt we diſtinguiſh be- 
tween that Groſs Raillery, which is debar- 
red from this Privilege, and that Genteel 
and Refined Raillery which is allowed it? 
Since every one of a profane and ſpright- 
ly Turn of Mind will be apt to think, 
that his Wit and Humour are ſufficiently 
refined, to intitle him to the Privilege of 
uſing them upon the moſt Sacred Subjects; 
which, though they bear the Teſt of the 
ſevereſt Argument, yet if they do not 


bear the Teſt of Ridicule too, (that is, if 
F when 
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when made ridiculous, they appear ſo,) they 
are to be ſuſpected. A Man muſt have a 
very obſequious and dutiful Underſtanding 
indeed, that can receive this as a juſt and 
ſober Principle of Reaſon. But perhaps 
the Iluftrious Author is only trying the 
Force of his refined Raillery, to ridicule 
and diſguiſe the common Principles of 
Truth and Decency. 

Gentlemen, the Religion of the Goſpel 
will not only bear all your Raillery, but 
all your Rage too. However, it would 
become you to conſider, how low and 
impotent ſuch Kind of Efforts are; how 
derogatory to your declared Character of 


ſober Enquirers, and unprejudiced Searchers 
after Truth; and what Danger there is, 


leſt theſe Shafts of Wit and Ridicule, you 
ſo plentifully throw againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion now, ſhould rebound with greater 
Force upon yourſelves hereafter, and give 
Wounds to your Conſciences, which, 
howſoever light you make of them at pre- 
ſent, you will have no Ability to bear. 


QuERy VII. 


Is it not, at haſt, as poſſible, for Men 
to be prejudiced againſt Chriſtianity, 
as for it? 


Is 
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ls it candid or equitable in you, to be 
continually throwing alt the Prejudice on 
our Side? Is this fair Debate? Is it not 
rather the Mark of an Impotent and Angry 
Adverſary, to tell his Antagoniſt to his 
Face, that what He imagines to be a 
ſteady Adherence to Truth, is nothing but 
an unreaſonable Stiffneſs in Error? and 
that his inflexible Attachment to his Opi- 
nions proceeds, not from the Force of 
Rational Conviction, but from blind Pre- 
judice? Is not this to imitate the Manner 
of the weakeſt and moſt impatient Diſpu- 
tants; who, when exhauſted of froument, 
fall to calling of Names; and 7/u/f the 
Adverſary, they cannot convince But this 
is really, Gentlemen, to debaſe your Cha- 
racter; and one would think, it ſhould be 
beneath the Dignity of the moſt refin'd 

Spirits, to ſtoop to ſo vulgar a Reſource. 
Prejudice is the common Frailty of 
Human Nature; a total Freedom from 
which is an Immunity, we have not g- 
norance or Arrogance enough to pretend 
to. But we think it hard to be told, that 
We are under the Government of this Hu- 
man Frailty, more than any other Perſons 
in the World; and harder ſtill to be in- 
ſulted, becauſe we have our Difficulties in 
giving our Aſſent to the Truth of this Pro- 
polition, that all the Prejudice lies on our 
F 2 Side, 
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Side, and none at all on yours: Which, in 
Truth, is the Language of Bigotry, rather 
than Philoſophy ; and ſuits the Character of 
an Inquiſitor, better than that of a Free- 
Thinker. 

In ſhort, Is it not as reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that you are prejudiced againſt 
Chriſtianity, as that we are for it? And is 
not that as likely to be the Spring of your 
Oppoſition, as this to be the Cauſe of our Ad- 
herence to it No, but © We have receiy- 
« ed our Prejudices with our Education: 
They were early, and therefore deeply 
% fixed; and the Shackles of our youthful 
% Inſtitutions are ſo ſtrongly riveted, that 
«© we cannot get rid of them.” But 
pray now, Why is not this as poflible for 
us, as it is for you, who, it is ſuppoſed, 
have done it? How know you, that We 
have not examined, and re-examined, the 
Principles and Impreſſions which we 
received from Education in Favour of 
Chriſtianity, with as much Caution and 
Impartiality as You have yours? And if 
We think not fit, after your Example, to 
throw them all off by the Lump, is it 
not as Reaſonable, and much more Ingenu- 
ous, to impute this to a full and rational 
Convifion of the Juſineſs of thoſe we 


retain, than to a blind, perverſe Attach- 
ment to them ? 1 
Dq 
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Do you well conſider, Gentlemen, what 
Room there is to retort this Charge with 
Vigour? And how many more Things 
there are, which are apt to prejudice the 
Minds of Men agarin/t Chriſtianity, than 
for it? Do not corrupt Habits often throw 
a ſtrong and imperceptible Biaſs on the 
Mind? How eaſily the Under/tanding is 
miſled by predominant Appetites, and law- 
leſs Paſſions, every one knows. Add 
to this, that the Purity, Perfection, and 
Spirituality of the Chriſtian Doctrines and 
Precepts, are ſo oppoſite and diſguſiful to the 
carnal Taſtes and Tempers of the Generality 
of Men, and give ſo ſtrong a Check to 
their governing Vices ; that it is ſo far from 
ſeeming frange, that ſuch Perſons ſhould 
be prejudiced againſt the Goſpel, that it 
would, indeed, be wonderful if they were 
not. And theſe Kind of Prejudices, which 
the corrupt Luſts of Men excite againſt 
the Goſpel, as they are more natural, ſo 
they are uſually much ſtronger, than thoſe 
which Education plants in the Mind in 
Favour of it: As appears from hence; 
becauſe the former often get the better of 
the latter; and the ſober Impreſſions re- 
ceived in Education are frequently effaced, 
by the Force of criminal Pleaſures, and the 
Power of Temptations, in maturer Age. 
So that, how Men that are under the Go- 
| yernment 
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vernment of Appetite and Paſſion, ſhould 
come to be aver/e to the Strictneſi and 
Spirituality of the Goſpel, is eaſy to con- 
ceive, But how it comes to paſs, that by 
far the greateſt Part of Men ſhould retain 
: the Impreſſions they received in their Edu- 
cation in Favour of it, (notwithſtanding 
its abſolute Oppoſition to all their cor- 
rupt Diſpoſitions and Appetites,) unleſs it 
be from the Force of Truth and Con- 
viction, is hard to imagine. 

For to ſpeak the Truth freely, Men's 
Love of Vice often ſets them a quarrelling 
with Chriſtianity ; and rather than part 
with their Sins, they will part with Fheir 
Religion, and give no Quarter to this, be- 
cauſe it will give no Countenance to them: 
They do not like the palpable Prconfiſtency 
there is, between the Profeſſion of the one, 
and the Practice of the other. Eſpecially 
if with a Propenſion to Diſſoluteneſs of 
Manners, there be joined a tolerable Genius 
and Vivacity of Spirit, and a Vanity of 
appearing Wiſer than others, the Tempta- 
tion then grows ſtronger, to throw off the 
Principles of Chriſtianity, and embrace 
thoſe of Infidelity : Becauſe this at once 
gratifies their Pride, and makes their Sins 
ſit lighter on their Conſciences; as the 
;nferred Obligations of Natural Religion are 

mate 
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more eaſily evaded than the expreſs Ones 
of a Divine Revelation, . 

This then, I ſay, makes it but 700 ;u/t- 
ly ſuſpected, that they who break through 
the Principles which they received in their 
Education in Favour of Chriſtianity, are 
therein actuated by a Prejudice ariſing 
from a Diſtaſte to the ſtrict Obligations 
of it: Or however, his appears à more 
reaſonable Suppoſition, than that they who 
retain their Attachment to it, notwithſtand- 
ing thoſe ſtrict Obligations, are prejudiced 
by a blind Zeal for it, though it have 10 
ſufficient Evidence to ſupport it. For, give 
me Leave to fay, that were the Evidences 
of Chriſtianity indeed ſo weak and inſisf- 
ficient, as you affect to repreſent them, it 
is altogether Incredible, in the Midſt of fo 
much Wickedneſs and Corruption there is 
among Men, which it peremptorily con- 
demns, it ſhould have half the Friends 
and Advocates it hath; which ſhews the 
natural Force of Conſcience, and how hard 
it is for Reaſonable Men, though much de- 
praved by Vice, to facrifice their Under- 
ſtanding to their Luſts, And I have often 
thought, that notwithſtanding the Preva- 
lence of Infidelity at preſent, yet the /mall 
Number of thoſe who are bold enough to 
maintain the Principles of it, is one of the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments for the 7 _ of 

Chri ſti- 
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Chriſtianity, and demonſtrates the Weight 
of its Evidence, in overpowering the cor- 
rupt Prejudices of Men againſt it, and 
even in Spite of thoſe Prejudices, forcing 
their Aſſent. 

Thus, Gentlemen, you ſee how eaſily 
the Charge of Prejudice may be retorted ; 
which, therefore, it is to be hoped, you 
will be more ſparing of for the Future. 


QueRy VIII. 


Upon a Review of the Controverſy be- 
tween you and Yhe Chriſtians, do your 
uſual Methods of Attack appear Fair 
and Honourable ? 


Do not the Arts you make uſe of in 
Defence of your Cauſe, rather ſeem to be- 
tray your own Conſciouſneſs of its Weakneſs? 
And while you are content to play your 
ſmall Artillery at the Out-works of Cbriſti- 
anity, do you not ſeem to look upon the 
Fort, at which you keep at ſo great a 
Diſtance, as Impregnable ? Why elſe have 
you not yet attempted to raiſe your Batte- 
ries againſt the great Doctrine of Chri/?'s 
Reſurrection from the Dead? on which 
Foundation Chriſtianity hath hitherto ſtood 
unſhaken, Nor can any Argument be 


more to the Point. For if Jeſus Cbriſt 
was 
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was actually and indeed raiſed from the 
Dead on the third Day, (as he foretold 
he ſhould,) by the Power of the Father, 
as a Pablick Declaration and Teſtimony of 
Gop's Acceptance of him; then He muſt 
be (what he always declared himſelf to 
be,) a true Prophet and Meſſenger ſent 
from GOD; and, conſequently, his 
Doctrine Divine, and his Religion à true 
Revelation. —— And can you prove thts 
Fact now, to be a Forgery? Or have you 
ever dared to attempt it? Yet give me 
Leave to fay, Till you do this, you do 
nothing. Your Nibbling at Propheczes, 
and Caviling at ſome ob/cure Paſſages in 
the Old Teſtament relating to the Meſſiab, 
will be of no Advantage to your Caule, 
while this main Argument, on which the 
whole Controverſy turns, lies in your 
Way ; which will always remain an Ar- 
gument infinitely more plain, ſtrong, and 
concluſive for Chriſtianity, than any Ob- 
jection you may raiſe from Prophecy can be 
againſt it. 

But though this be the main Pillar on 
which Chriſtianity reſts, (and is ſo far 
from being ſhaken, that it remains as yet 
unaſſaulted,) yet there are ſeveral others 
which contribute their joint Support. And 
this gives me an Opportunity of putting 
you in Mind of another diſingenuous A- 
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tifice you uſe in the Method of your 
Attacks upon Chriſtianity; and that is, 
That of the many ſubſtantial Arguments, 
on all which, collectively taken, Chriſtianity 
reſts, as on ſo many ſolid Pillars, you af- 
fect to fix it but upon One, that you may 
with the more Eaſe throw it down. 
Thus the Author of The Grounds and 
Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion allowed 
it but one Argument to ſtand upon, wiz. 
the Accompliſhment of Prophecy. This then 
at leaſt ought to have been fairly handled, 
and to have had full Scope allow'd it. 
Whereas indeed © only a few real Diff- 
e culties, and every Appearance of Difj- 
te culty, are not only carefully laid toge- 
*« ther, but artfully repreſented and ag- 
* gravated, and treated with Levity and 
« Ridicule; while all the Inſtances of a 
clear Accompliſhment, in a vaſt Variety of 
« very obvious Circumſtances, are wholly 
* overlooked and paſs'd by in Silence *,” 
=—— Another places it in Miracles; and 
then labours to prove, that a Miracle can- 
not be a proper Medium of a Rational 
Conviction; or indeed is not, in the Nature 
of Things, a proper and ſufficient Proof or 
Evidence of a Divine Doctrine. But 
leſt, after all, the Argument from Miracles 
| ſhould 


* See the Preface to Harris's Practical Diſcourſes ou 
the Meffiah. 
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ſhould ſeem to prove ſomething, out comes 
another, who (that it may give them no 
more Trouble, ) reſolves to take it entirely 
out of the Way; by roundly aſſerting, 
that Jeſus Chriſt wrought no real Miracles 
at all; and that all the Relations we have 
of that Nature in the New Teſtament are 
to be taken, not in a Literal, but a Figura- 
tive Senſe *. But when he had almoſt 
ruined the Cauſe by over-ſtraining it, there 
came another very ſeaſonably to bis Afſiſt- 
ance, who with a little more Modeſty and 
Sobriety, very gravely tells us, that 17 
Chriſtianity be true, we are miſtaken in 
expecting any great Benefit from it; for 
that it is, in reality, nothing but a New 
Edition of the Law of Nature; and that 
the Subſtance of it is as Old as the Crea- 
tion. 

And I cannot but think, it is a Compli- 
ment much too high to be paid to * 
other Writer, to ſet abaut ſhaping and 
pruning the Religion of the Goſpel according 
to his Model ; and, upon bis Command and 
Authority, to ſtrip it of its moſt Illuſtrious 
and Diſtinguiſhing Principles; or to pare 
and contract it ſo, as to circumſcribe it 
within the Bounds of hoſe Sentences and 
Diſcourſes which were delivered by Jeſus 

G 2 Chriſt 


See Woolfton on the Miracles of Feſus Chriſt. 
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Chriſt himſelf, excluſive of thoſe Nofrines 
which were preached by his Apoſtles and 
Diſciples, who immediately ſucceeded him, 
and upon whom he promiſed to ſend, and 
actually did ſend, his Spirit of Inſpiration, 
to be their Infallble Guide herein, and & 
lead them into all Truth *. 

Another ſuppoſing the Advocates for 
Chriſtianity to place the Evidence of it 
moſtly in Faitb, tells us, that there can 
de be no ſuch Thing as a Divine Faith up- 
% on Human Teſtimony: It is a mere ab- 
& ſurd Suppofition ; and the Laity will all 
« immediately deſpiſe and laugh at what 
* the Clergy have hitherto . Divine 
* Faitb F. Till at length appears an 
Aut bor, with asrich a Vein of Wit and Hu- 
mour as any of the reſt, who obſerving that 
the Advocates for Chriſtianity have of late 
very plauſibly maintained their Ground on 
the Foot of Reaſon and Argument, and ima- 
gining that they place it on that Footing 
only, endeavours with all the Force of 
Eloquence and Pomp of Language, to drive 
them from that Reſource, and to prove 
that Chriſtianity hath nothing at all to do 
with Reaſon, and can never ſtand upon 
that Bottom; that it is not founded on Ar- 

gument, 


® See Chubb's True Goſpel fc. pag. 25, 42, 43, 44 


46, 47. 
| + See Moral Philoſopher, Vol. I. pag. 84, 434: 
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ment, and refts only on the Baſis of Faith; 
which Faith is the Effect of a ſupernatu- 
ral Influence, an infuſed Evidence, or an 
inſpired Conviction: So that, in ſhort, no- 
thing but the uncontrolable Evidence of im- 
mediate Inſpiration, can give any Man a 
full Sati faction of the 2 of it &. 
If then Cbriſtianity cannot be proved to 
be a Divine Revelation, neither by the 
Accompliſhment of Propbecies, nor the Evi- 
dence of Miracles ; it neither Faith nor 
Reaſon can aſcertain its Divinity, it hath 
no Foundation at all ; at leaſt none that we 
are able to comprehend or diſcern. But 
this is too much a great deal for any Man 
to take upon him to aſſert, or at leaſt to 
prove, all at once. The Adverſaries of it 
therefore, that they may not ſhock their 
Readers too much, generally aſſume the 
Character of Advocates; and when they 
take from it one Foundation, they take 
care to place it upon another; and leave 
it to their Fe/low-Labourers that come after 
them in the ſame Cauſe, to remove it 
from that : That by taking from it one 
Pillar after another, they may at length 
bring it to the Ground : Not conſidering, 
or not willing to conſider, that all this 
while they are labouring in vain. 3 


* See Chriſſianity not founded on Argument, pag. 58, 
& paſimm. 
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after all, if the Doctrine of Chriſts Reſur- 
rection be true, He muſt have been a true 
Prophet and Meſſenger of GOD, and 
his Religion Divine; notwithſtanding all 
their moſt ſubtile Oꝶhjections, and moſt la- 
boured Arguments to the contrary. And 
pleaſe to remember, Gentlemen, till you 
drive us from this Hold, the Triumph is 
on Our Side and not yours: And it is 4 
Hold, which the weakeſt Chriſtian may 
maintain, and glory in, and where he may 
bid Defiance to the utmoſt Efforts of all 
your Art and Sophiſtry. But yet again, 
let me beſeech you, Gentlemen, to con- 
ſider, 


QuERY IX. 


Whether you have well weighed the Prin- 
ciples you eſpouſe, or thoroughly exa- 
mined your own Creed ? 


For as great an Aver/ion as you expreſs 
for Forms of Faith, you are not, I pre- 
ſame, ſuch abſolute Unbehevers as to have 
no Creed at all. And the Syſtem of Prin- 
ciples you adopt, (which I call your Creed, 
and which the World is now pretty well 
acquainted with, (if I am not much mi- 
ſtaken,) is as hard to be digeſted by a free 
and impartial Underſtanding, as that of 
the Chriſtians. Give me Leave therefore 


to 
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to ſet it forth to View, together with the 
Cbriſtians Creed; that the Difference may 
appear in Contraſt, and that you yourſebves 
may judge by the Compariſon, which of 
the Two, the Chriſtians, or You, are the 
moſt Implicit and Reſolute Believers. 


A 


A 


c 
c 


Tur DEIST's CREED. 


1 Believe, that the Mind of Man in all 
its Faculties and Powers of Reaſon, 
Underſtanding, Will, and Affections, is in 
ſo perfect and regular a State, ſo free 
from all corrupt Baſs, Dartneſ,, and 
Prejudice, (notwithſtanding all the groſs 
Ignorance, Bigotry, and Wickedneſs 
there is in the World,) that it is fully 
ſufficient to be its own Guide to Duty 
and Happineſs: And therefore, that there 
is 20 Need of any immediate Divine Res 
velation for its Direction, or of any pe- 
cial or ſupernatural Influence for its Aſ- 
ſiſtance. 

© 1 Believe, that Feſus Chriſt, who is 
commonly ſaid to be the Founder of the 
Chriſtian Scheme, was no better than an 
Impoſior : That though He often de- 
clared indeed, that he was ſent of GOD, 
yet he really was not, but came of him- 


* ſelf; and made uſe of that Deceit, only 
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to. impoſe ＋ the Superſtition and 
Weakneſs of the credulous Multitude, 


and by the pretended Sanction of a Di- 
vine Authority, to gain the more Proſe- 
fytes to his Doctrine. 

© I Believe however, that this Impoſtor 
was an excellent Preacher of Moral 
Truth and Righteouſneſs ; that he refin'd 
upon the Pagan Ethicks, and carried 
the Religion of Nature to its utmoſt 
Improvement: But that he was mi/taken 
in many Things relating to the Jewiſß 
Religion and Rites, which he thought to 
make ſubſervient to his own Scheme ; 
though otherwiſe a Man of great Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Underſtanding. 

* I Believe, that though he was 4 De- 


cei ver and Seducer, yet in all other Re- 


ſpects he was a Man of great Probity 
and Righteouſneſs, of ſingular Bene vo- 
lence, Sobriety, and San#ity; and that 
he ſuffered very unjuſtly from his own 
Countrymen, who envied him for the 
Vertues which they could not imitate. 
1 Believe, that the Hiſtorical Facts of 
the Goſpel are not faithfully recorded, tho' 
I cannot diſprove them : But that the 
Works of Philo, the Commentaries of Fu- 
lius Ceſar, and the Hiſtory of Joſephus, 
which were wrote about the ſame Time, 
may be ſafely credited, and depended 
upon 
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upon as Genuine: Notwithſtanding the 
uſual . Marks and Criteria, by which 
Criticks judge of the Authenticalneſs of 
any antient Book, belong to the farmer, 
as well as to Zheſe latter. ——QOr if the 
Writings of the New Teſtament be al- 
lowed to be as Authentick an Hiſtory as 
any of the ſame Date now extant; 
yet 

© I Believe, that the many wander ful 
Things, which Teſus Chriſt is there ſaid 
to have done, were all collu/ive ; and no 


more to be credited than thoſe, which 


Philoſtratus relates concerning Apollonius 
Thyaneus in the Firſt Century, whom 
Hierocles the Philoſopher compared with 
Teſus Chriſt : That his boaſted Works 
were mere Feats of Art and Dexterity, 
deſigned only to amuſe or amaze the 
Multitude, and not real Miracles: And 
that, in ſhort, it is poſſible for the Blind 
to be reſtored to Szght, Cripples to the 
Uſe of their Limbs, and the Dead to 
Life, Inſtantly and with a Word; and all 
without a Miracle. Or elſe, all that 
is related of this Nature concerning him, 
may poſſibly not be Fact, but Figure; 
and though they are related as Facts, 
yet are they to be conſtrued in a Tropical 
and Allegorical Senſe, and to be applied 
to a Spiritual Purpoſe and Signification. 

H hut 


58 AA Plea for Chriſtianity, or 
© But ſuppoſing they were real Fas, 
© and proper Miracles; yet 

I Believe, that Miracles alone confidered 
can prove nothing at all, and ought to 
. © have no Weight or Influence with any 
Body: They never can be taken for the 
* proper Evidence or Proof of any Doctrine, 
or juſtify us in receiving any Doctrine 
* as from GOD, for there is no Connec- 
* tion between the Power of working Mira- 
cles, and the Truth of the Doftrines taught 
* by the Miracle-Worker ; and falſe Pro- 
© phets, the moſt wicked Seducers, and the 
Devil himſelf may work Miracles * And 
hence II infer, that though it be admit- 
© ted, that no Perſon before, or after Je- 
* ſus Chriſt, ever wrought ſuch Miracles as 
© he did, both for the Number and Great- 
* neſs of them; yet they not only can be 
no proper Proof of his Do&rines, but are 
alſo no proper Credentials of his Divine 
Miſſion or Authority ; though he often 
appealed to them as ſuch ©, and declared 
that he wrought them for this Purpoſe, 
that by theſe Miraculous Teſtimonials he 
might appear to be what he pretended, 
an extraordinary Prophet or Meſſenger 
ſent from GOD. © 


(ex ara . 0 @-:-@& 


© I Believe, 


* See Moral Philoſopher, Pag. 98, 99, 345- 
© Compare Matth. xi. 4, 5, 20, 21. John v. 36. 
K. „ . . 81%: 


An Appeal to Infidels. 59 
I Believe, that He hath wilfully per- 


* werted, or ignorantly miſtaken, the true 
Application and original Intendment of 
the Jeuiſh Prophecies in every Inſtance : 
Or if me of them in the moſt obvious 
Conſtruction ſeem to point to his Perſon, 
Character, and Sufferings, yet the plain 
Accompliſbment of theſe in him, (ſince 
there is an Ohſcurity in ſome of the 
* Reft,) doth not prove him to be the 
Meſſiab promiſed to the Jews : Though 
© it muſt be owned, that he came about 
the Time prefixed in Prophecy for the 
Meſiab's Coming, and declared himſelf 
© to be Hef: And it he was not, Zhe 
* Meſſiah is not yet come, though the 
* Time fixed for his Coming is 1700 Years 

* elapſed. But | 
© I Beheve, that notwithſtanding the 
Deceit he practiſed, in ſo often declaring 
that GOD ſent him, when he did not, 
© and that He was the Metab promiſed 
© to the Fews, when he was not; and 
* notwithſtanding his great Mi/take in ap- 
© pealing to his Miracles, as the proper 
Profs of his Doctrine, which were 2 
* ſuch Things; yet He was @ Prophet of 
4 immortal and unrivaled Glory, who 
* bath given us the beſt Account of the 
H 2 * Nature, 


Mark xiv. 61, 62. John iv. 26. ix. 37. 
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* 
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4 


Nature, Attributes, and Will of GOD, 
of any other Prophet or Lawgiver in the 
World *, * : 

I Believe, that though the Religion 
of which Jeſus is ſaid to be the Foun- 
der, contains in it nothing that is contrary 
to the Dictates of Natural Religion, but 
is indeed the higheſt Improvement of it; 
and, it muſt be owned, hath many 
plauſible Marks of a Superior Authority ; 
and, upon the Whole, is ſuch as I can- 
not deny it becoming GOD to give, if 
there were any Need of an immediate 
Revelation: Yet I beheve, that even this, 
tho' added to the Teſtimony of Miracles, 
and the ſuppoſed Accompliſhment of 
Prophecy, does nof amount to an Evi- 
dence ſufficient to induce a Reaſonable 
Man to conclude it Divine. 

] Believe, if it were proper, or nece/- 


* ſary, that GOD ſhould give an imme- 
* diate Revelation from Heaven, ſuch as 


*. 


Chriſtians pretend theirs to be, that that 
Revelation ought to contain in it nothing 
but what is adapted to the Capacity of 
our Underſtandings; and that if it con- 
tain any Doctrines our Reaſon cannot 
comprehend, not only thoſe Docttrines 
ought to be refected, but the Credit ” 

© the 


® See Moral Philoſopher, Pag. 167. 
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the whole Revelation ought to be ſuſ- 
pected, upon that Score only. 
Believe, that the many Miracles 
wrought by the Apoſtles of Feſus Chriſt 
and their Succeſſors, which were the 
Means of converting ſuch Multitudes 
to the Chriſtian Faith, in Oppoſition to 
all their worldly Intereſts and Prejudices, 
were not a proper or ſufficient Means of 
a Rational Conviction; and that their 
changing their Religion was merely the 
Effect of Deluſion and Weakneſs: To 
which alſo is to be attributed the great 
Succeſs the Goſpel met with, among the 
ignorant and ſuperſtitious People, in 
all Parts of the. World where it was 
reached. 

All theſe Things I do firmly believe; 
and am fully perſuaded that it is only 


owing to Bigotry and the Prejudices of 


Education, that all other Men of Senſe 


© do not believe the ſame. 


I am not very confident, Gentlemen, 


that you are willing to /ub/cr:ibe the ſeveral 
Articles of this Negative Creed : And if 
you are not, I am ſure, I am very far 
from impofing them. Nay, I am not ſa- 
tified, that you will avow them, as the 
Principles you ever openly and dire&ly 
maintained : And I do not affirm that 


they 
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they are. I only ſay, It is obvious 
enough to every one, that hath but dipp'd 
into the Controverſy between you and the 
Chriſtians, that theſe are the Sentiments 
you ſeem to have imbib'd yourſelves, and 
appear willing to infuſe into the Minds of 
others, in Oppoſition to the Doctrines and 
Obligations of the Chriſtian Syſtem. They 
are. what you ſtrongly in/inuate, and en- 
deavour obliquely to poſſeſs others in Favour 
of; though they are molt of them ſo groſs 
and Abhorrent to common Senſe and Reaſon, 
that you care not to rab them out, or 
even to ſee them ſet in a plain, naked, 
and undiſguiſed View : Which is the Rea- 
ſon you ſo conſtantly have Recourſe to 
Colouring, Chicane, and Subtilty ; and keep 
at ſuch a Diſtance from plain Language, 
plain Reaſon, and plain Facts. 

But now, with this let us compare 
the Chriſtian's Creed, or that Set of Prin- 
ciples in which all Chriſtians, as Chriſtians, 
agree, in Oppoſition to the fore-mentioned 
Tenets of Infidelity. 


THE CurisTIAN's CREED. 


E Believe, that the Human 
Mind in its preſent State is ſo 


weak and diſordered, and the Light of 
Mature, 
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Nature, or the Reaſon of Mankind, fo 
dark and defe&ive with regard to many 
Things of great Importance, that the 
World ſtood much in Need of an expreſs 
and immediate Revelation from GOD 
himſelf, to conduct them more ſafely 
to their Duty and Happineſs: That they 
wanted more L:ght, and more Strength ; 


© a more undoubted Evidence of the Truth 


0 


0 * 90 " * 


and Reality of certain Principles relating 
to GOD and a Future State, about 
which the World hath been much in 
the dark; and ſome more powerful Mo- 
tive and Influence to inforce thoſe Prin- 
ciples with Weight and Vigour upon 
their Minds: (The Two great Ends and 
Advantages, which might be hoped for 
and expected from a Revelation coming 


from GOD:) And that ſuch a Revela- 


tion Gop could make to the World, if 
he pleaſed. 2 | 

* We Believe, that Almighty Gop, of 
his' great Mercy to the World, hath been 
pleaſed actually to make ſuch a Revela- 
tion to Mankind; not only heretofore, 
in a more limited and imperfect Man- 
ner by his Prophets ; but 7n theſe latter 
Ages of the World, in a more full and 
comprehenſive Manner by his Son Feſtus 
Chriſt: And that the Book which goes 
under the Title of THE NRW TEsTA- 
ä | MENT 
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MENT OF OUR LORD AND SAvIiOUR 
Ixsus CHRIST, contains that Reve- 
lation. | 
* We Believe the Hiſtorical Part of 
this Boot to be a true and genuine Ac- 
count of Matter of Fact, Becauſe it 
hath none of the uſual Characters of a 
Forgery; but on the contrary, all the 
approved Marks of Credibility, which a 
Hiſtory of that Date, (and which hath 
never been contradicted by any other 
Hiſtory, ſince the Time of its firſt Pub- 
lication,) can be ſuppoſed to have. 
© We Believe from hence therefore, 
that in the Time of Tiberius Cz/ar 
the Roman Emperor, there lived in 
Fudea an extraordinary Perſon known 
by the Name of Jesvs CHRIST ; who 
gave out, that he was the Meſſiah ſo 
long promiſed to the Fews, and a Pro- 
pbet and Meſſenger ſent from GOD, to 
introduce a new Diſpenſation, and make 
a new Revelation of the Mind and Will 
of Gop to the World : That he came 
not of himſelf, but was actually com- 
miſſioned and ſent of GOD; to whom, 
in an eminent and peculiar Manner he 
ſtood in the Relation of a San: And 
that, in the Excellence of his Do&#r:nes, 
the Benevolence of his Temper, the Be- 
neficence of his Aclions, and the unble- 
© miſhed 
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miſhed Integrity of his Liſe, he ſup- 
ported a Character every way ſuited to 
the Pretenſions he made of being the 
Meſſiah and Prophet of GOD. 

We Believe therefore, that 7eſus Chr:/t 
was, what he pretended and ſo often de- 
clared himſelf to be, a true Prophet, in 
an extraordinary Manner ſent from GOD; 
and conſequently, that the Do&renes he 
taught were Divine Doctrines, or a Re- 
velation coming from GOD. And in this 
Belief we are confirmed : Becauſe, 
whatever Darkneſs there may be in the 
Stile and Senſe of ſome of the antient Pro- 
phectes, yet upon a general and impar- 
tial View they appear plainly to have 
pointed to Him as the intended Meſſiah ; 
and many of them, which foretold the 
Manner and Time of his appearing in the 
World, his Actions, Suſferikgs, and Death, 
were accompliſbed in Him with a very 
ſingular, ſurprizing, and circumſtantial 
Accuracy: Becauſe the Doctrines he 
taught were ſo rational, ſo ſpiritual and 
pure, that they appeared worthy of GOD, 
and exactly ſuited to the Neceſſities 
and Emergencies of Human Nature : 
And Becauſe in order to awaken 
and fix the Attention of Mankind to 
the Truth and Importance of his Doc- 


trines, he produced the Credentials of 
I his 
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© his Divine Miſſion; and proved himſelf 
to be the Meſſenger and Prophet of GOD, 
* by working ſuch a wonderful Series of 
great and real Miracles, as were never 
* wrought by any one before him; and 
© which he declared he wrought by 7 
Power derived to him from his Father: 
And finally, Becauſe, the Spirit of 
Prophecy evidently reſted upon him; 
whereby he ſeveral Times foretold the 
Manner of his own Death, and that 
* Gop would miraculouſly raiſe him up 
* from the Dead on the third Day, as a 
* publick Teſtimony to the whole World 
* of his Acceptance and Approbation of 
Him, as his faithful Servant, Meſſenger, 
* and Prophet; and that all that he did 
* and taught, was in His Name, and by 
* His Authority. | 
We Believe further, upon the Credit 
of the aforeſaid Hiſtory, that Jeſus Chriſt 
was, according to his own Prediction, 
attually raiſed from the Dead on the 
third Day after his Death, by the Power 
of his Father, notwithſtanding all poſ- 
ſible Precautions were taken by the 
Fews to prevent his Body from being 
ſtolen away; whereby Gop authoriſed 
and approved what he had done, /er bis 
* laſt Seal to his Miſſion, and declared his 
© Acknow- 
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Acknowledgment of him as his Prophet, 
and that his Doctrine was Divine. 

* And, in as much as he promiſed to his 
Apoſtles and Diſciples, before his Death, 
that he would ſend down upon them 
the Spirit of Inſpiration, which ſhould 
infallibly guide them into all Truth s, and 
enable them to inſtruct the World in thoſe 
Precepts and Principles of the Chri/t:an 
Diſpenſation, which were left to be 
made known and propagated by them : 


And as they were in an extraordinary 


Manner actually endowed with this Spirit 
of Truth and Inſpiration, (together with 
many other extraordinary Gifts,) on the 
Day of Pentecoft ®.: And as the Writings 
which are ſtill extant under their Names, 
and are generally received as Canonical, 
have not only. the proper Marks of their 
being genuine and authentick, but ſeveral 
v1/zble Characters of a Divine Revelation: 
We therefore receive them as ſuch, and 
Believe the Doctrines contained in them 
to be from GOD. 
And though we cannot receive every 
Thing, which is ſuppoſed by ſome to 
be authoriſed by theſe Sacred Writings, 
as a Divine Doctrine, (becauſe we are 
ſenſible, that through the Ignorance and 
I 2 , Super - 


Z John xvi. 13. n Accs li. init. 
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" Superſlition of Men they have been 
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miſtaken ;) yet we do not think, that 4 
Doctrine plainly and frequently incul- 
cated there as a Divinely reveal d Doc- 
trine, is to be rejected purely becauſe 
it is above the Comprehenſion of our Rea- 


jon; much leſs, that the whole Revela- 


tion is to be rejected upon this Account, 
for this plain Reaſon : Becauſe we have 
much greater Evidence in general, that 
the Revelation in which it is contained 
is Divine, than we have that hat par- 
ticular Doctrine is falſe ; ſince its being 
only incomprehenſible to our Reaſon, and 
not contrary to it, amounts to no more 
than this; that i? may be true, for ought 
we know. 

* And the wonderful and rapid Progreſs 
the Goſpel made in the World ſoon after 
its Publication, the glorious and trium- 
phant Succeſs it met with, and that by. 
the weakeſt Means, and in Oppoſition 
to all the carnal Prejudices, earthly In- 
tereſts, and rooted Superſtitions of Men, 
we Believe to be owing to its Divine 
Authority and Power over their Hearts 
and Conſciences, through the ſpecial 
Operation and Influence of that Holy 
Spirit that indited it: Becauſe we can- 
not ſee how that Fact, fo ar cot 

© an 
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and unconteſted, can be accounted for 
upon any other ſuppoſed Principle. 
* Theſe Things. we do firmly Believe: 
And tho' we acknowledge, We are as 
liable to Prejudice as other Men, yet 
upon the moſt impartial Judgment we 
are able to make of the whole Matter, 
this Syſtem of Principles appears to us 
by far the moſt rational and conſiſtent 
Scheme, as well as the moſt friendly to 
the beſt Intereſts of Mankind : There- 
fore we adhere to it, and are not aſhamed 
to declare ourſelyes Chriſtians.” 


— » 7 7 M Ty 7 


Now, Gentlemen, if theſe Things are 


fairly ſtated, (and I am ſure, I have no 
Deſign to miſrepreſent them,) I would 
only aſk at preſent, Which of theſe Two 
Syſtems of Principles a Reaſonable Man 
would chuſe to embrace? Which of theſe 
upon the whole appears at Rational, 
Juſt, and Credible? In the fair, open, 
and undiſguiſed Light in which they have 
now been ſet, I am perſuaded no Reaſona- 
ble Man can heſitate which to prefer. Strip 
them both of thoſe falſe Colourings, in 
which you ſtudy to miſrepreſent them, 
and view them in the plain and naked 
Light, in which they now ſtand before 
you, (and in which I have endeavoured 
to comprize the Principal Heads of the 

whole 
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whole Controverſy between you and us,) 
and perhaps you may not think your 
own Scheme ſo ſolid and unexceptionable, 
or the Chriſtian's ſo weak and indefenſible, 
as you affect to repreſent them. 

Let me intreat you alſo, Gentlemen, to 
conſider, | 


QUuERY X. 


Whether the fame Degree of Evidence, 
which you have for the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, would not abun- 
dantly ſatisfy and determine you in 
any Affairs of Common Lie? Nay, 
whether you do not often take up with 
much leſs Evidence, as fully ſit fi cient 
in other Caſes ? 


No doubt, but you are ready to re- 
turn an immediate Anſwer. to this Query 
in the Negative. But I beſeech you to 
reconſider, and think upon the Matter 
coolly : Lay all the common Evidences of 
Chriſtianity, both External and Internal, 
in a fair and impartial View, and then 
bethink yourſelves ſeriouſly, Whether, if 
you were to act the ſame Part in Common 
Life, which you do with regard to the 
Chriſtian Religion, you would not be 
deemed Perſons of a very unhappy Scru- 


Puleſi . 
Is 
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Is it not your uſual Way in judging of 
the Truth of Two different Sentiments 
relating to other Points, whether of Poli- 
ticks, Hiſtory, or Philoſophy, firſt to in- 
form yourſelves of the true State of the 
| Caſe on both Sides; carefully to collect and 
compare, with all the Accuracy and Pene- 
tration you are Maſters of, every Argument 
that is produced for, and every Objection 
that is urged againſt each of thoſe Sen- 
timents; and then to determine in Favour 
of that Side of the Queſtion, where you 
find the frongeſt Arguments, and the 
weakeſt Objections to lie? or where you 
obſerve, upon a proper Ballance, the Ar- 
guments for it to have more Weight than 
the Objections againſt it; even though 
thoſe Objections may not be ſolved to your 
entire Satisfaction? For the Light of 
Evidence may in ſome Caſes be ſo glaring, 
and the Strength of Argument ſo irrefiſti- 
ble, as even to force an Aſent to the Truth 
of ſome Propoſitions, every Ohjection againſt 
which, when urged with Art and Addreſs, 
we may not be able to anſwer. 

Now, whatever Difficulties there may 
be in the Chriſtian Scheme, you are not 
ſo ſanguine, I imagine, as to think there 
are none in your own And what ever be 
the Strength of Argument on your Side of 
the Queſtion, I hope you will . 

that 


\ 
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that there is ſome Appearance of Argument 
on ours, The Caſe then is, On which 
Side do the feweſt Difficulties and the ſtrong- 
eſt Arguments lie? That, and that alone, 
is what ought to determine you. Or if, 
when the Arguments and Objections are 
fairly weighed on both Sides, they appear, 
upon the Whole, to be Equal, or fo near 
to an- Equality, that you know not on 
which Side lies the greater Weight; then 
(ſince you cannot ſtand Neuter in this 
Cauſe, but muſt embrace either one Side 
or other,) that which ſhould (and on all 
other like Occaſions would) determine you 
is, to conſider which Side of the Queſtion 
is the ae, and to wow to that wherein 
a Miſtake will be attended with the /eaſt 
Detriment. This is the Part, now, 
which as wiſe Men, you ſhould act. This 
is the Part you do af, in all Affairs of 
Importance in Common Life. Why then 
ſhould you not act the ſame cautious, 
prudential, and juſt Part with regard to 
Religion ? Why ſhould you labour to ag- 
gravate every Appearance of Difficulty on 
our Side, without attending to the real 
Difficulties on your own? Why are you 
ſtill throwing out the /ame vulgar, trite 
Objefions againſt Chriſtianity, (which have 
been a Hundred Times repeated, and a 


Hundred Times anſwered,) without WT 
the 


An Appeal to Infidels. 73 


the leaſt Notice of thoſe ſolid Anſibers 
that have been made to them; or without 
taking the leaſt Care to remove thoſe many 
Difficulties and Objections, which plainly 
embarraſs your own Scheme? Why ſhould 
you ſtrain, ſtretch, and torture every Ar- 
gument to the utmoſt that ſeems to make 
for you ; and laugh at, inſtead of anſwer- 
ing, thoſe that are full againſt you? Is 
this to act like Impartial Enquirers? May 
not the worſt Cauſe in the World be main- 
tained in this Manner ?—All that Chriſti- 
anity demangs is, that you would but 
coolly examine its Evidence, and give it 
the /ame fair Treatment you would any 
other Subject of Importance, about which 
you would form your Judgment; and 
when the whole Evidence is fairly collected, 
ſtated, and review'd, that you would ſe- 
gzouſly conſider with yourſelves, whether 
it be not much greater than that, upon 
which you oftentimes readily give your 
Aſſent to Queſtions of much leis Impor- 
tance, 

This Socratick Method, (you will fay,) 
% proves nothing: Theſe endleſs Inter- 
'** rogatories will never convince you.“ — 


It may be ſo; But poſſibly, they may 


excite your Attention to ſome Things which 
need no Proof; and perhaps put you into 
a Way of convincing yourſehves,——<* But 
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* is it not taking for granted the Things 
* that ought firſt to be demonſtrated, and 
ce begging all along the grand Point in 
* Diſpute?” No, Gentlemen, it is only 
begging you more ſeriouſly and cloſely f 
examine the grand Point in Diſpute, and 
putting you upon returning a fair Anſier 
to a few air Queſtions; and letting you 
ſee, that tho plain and ſober Chriſtians are 
not to be impoſed upon, yet it is poſſible 
you yourſelves may, by miſtaking Artifice, 
Ridicule, and Sophiſtry, for Argument, 
Reaſon, and Senſe, | 

There is another Thing, Gentlemen, up- 
on which you muſt give us Leave to 
remonſtrate in the Cauſe of our holy Re- 
ligion, wherein we think we have juſt 
Ground of Complaint, and as to which 
you would do well to conſider, 


QueRy XI. 


Whether in repreſenting the Nature, I1- 
fluence, and Tendency of our Religion, 
and its ſeveral Doctrines, you always 
keep cloſe to the plain Chriſtian Inſti- 
tutes, as contained in the New Teſta- 
ment? Or whether, indeed, you do 
not take Advantage from thoſe abſurd 
and wild Notions which ſome Chriſtians 
wan nn, da £ 

| 16 
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tho' you muſt know, that by far the 
greateſt Number of wiſe and intelli- 


gent Chriſtians diſclaim thoje Notions, 


as having no Foundation in Scripture? 


If ſome have miſtaken the Notion of 
Faith, and imagined it to amount ſome- 
times to preternatural Inſpiration, is that 
a ſufficient Ground to ib Chriſtianity? 
or to infinuate and urge from thence, (as 
the forementioned Author does,) that it 
bath, and can have no other Foundation ? 
that no Evidence, but that of Faith, is ſuf- 
ficient to give any one @ full Sati faction 
of the Truth of it? and, becauſe ſome Chri- 
flians have happened to miſtake that Word, 
to pretend, that this miſtaken Senſe of it is 
the only Foundation we have for our Re- 
ligion, and that in the very Face of com- 
mon Senſe, Reaſon, and Scripture? For 
whatever Opinion I may have of the Mo- 
rality of that witty Writer, I have a bet- 
ter one of his Parts, than to imagine that 
he ever really thought himſelf, that there 
was the leaſt Argument in thoſe Proofs he 
pretends to advance from Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture, in Support of ſo frantick a Notion *. 
— And if ſome warm, unwary Chriſtians 
have ſpoken too diſparagingly perhaps of 

2 Reaſon, 


* See Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, pag. 8, 54- 
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Reaſon, in Oppoſition to Faith; muſt 
therefore the whole Body of Chriſtians, and 
Chriſtianity itſelf be defam'd, burleſqu'd, 
and repreſented in the moſt ridiculous 
Light, as diſclaiming all Manner of Reaſon 
in Religion, “as that which is not the pro- 
ßer Province of it, being indeed an 
« Affair where ſhe has not any Concern, 
* and where Reaſon is ever entirely ex. 
te cluded the Queſtion * ? ” | 

Nay, if ſome have not only miſtaken 
its Principles, but perverted its Precepts, 
what is that to the Purpoſe? unleſs you 
will take upon you to athrm, (which! 
ſuppoſe you will not,) © that it is eſſen- 
e tial to the true Religion, that there 
% ſhould be no Hypocrites, ſuperſtitious 
« Zealots, Bigots, or Enthufiaſts among 
e the Profeſſors of it? Are not the 
beſt Things capable of the worſt Abuſe? 
Is it any Argument againſt the native 
Excellence of a Thing, that it hath been 
corrupted, diſguiſed, and adulterated ? It 
is never allowed fair, you know, to con- 
demn a whole Body, or Party of Men, pure- 
ly for the Foibles and Miſconduct of a few; 
eſpecially if they appear, upon the whole, 
to be diſcountenanced by the Party they 
belong to. 1 


2 See Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, Pag. 7, 55 
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Do not imagine then, Sirs, that Chri- 
/lianity ſtands accountable for all the Follies, 
Iniquities, and Abſurdities, that are com- 
mitted under the Name of it; when they 
are expreſsly forbidden and condemned by it. 
It is an eaſy Matter to diſtinguiſh between 
true Cbriſtianity, as it ſtands in the New 
Teſtament in all its native Beauty and Sim- 
plicity, and the unamiable and frightful 
Vizard under which it often appears both 
Abroad and at -Home. The Follies of 
Chriſtians then, are what neither you nor 
T have any thing to do with, in examining 
the Merits and Evidences of the Goſpel- 
Religion. And what ever Shafts you draw 
out of that Quiver to throw at the Re- 
_ of Jeſus, you may be ſure will be 
in vain: Nay, poſſibly they may burt 
_ own Cauſe by the Rebound, For per- 
haps, there is more Solidity in the Inference 
which is juſt the Reverſe of what you 
would draw from thence ; and more Argu- 
ment in concluding, that, ſince CoRRuP- 
TIO OPTIMI EST PESSIMA is a moſt Un- 
conteſted and Univerſal Principle, tbe Re- 
ligion of Feſus, if it were not moſt Excellent 
and Divine, would not be capable of ſuch 
Horrible Abuſe. 

Give me Leave alſo, Gentlemen, to put 


you upon conſidering, 
5 QuERY 


* 
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Query XII. 


What is it, after all, that you hope to 
gain by your Cauſe ? Or what mighty 
Advantages do you propoſe to your ſelves, 
or others, by labouring ſo afſiduouſly 
to eftabliſh and propagate your Infidel 
Principles? 


What Good have they already done you? 
Are you the better, or the wiſer Men for 
them; more Meek, Upright, Merciful, 
Benevolent, and Pious, than you would be, 
if you were Chriſtians? Or have you made 
others more Temperate, Sober, Fuft, Ho- 
neſt, Charitable, and Righteous, than they 
were before they were your Proſelytes ? 
Do you mortify your Vices, regulate your 
 Appetites, govern your Paſſions, and culti- 
vate all the Humane, Social, and Divine 
Pertues, more eafily, or more effectually, 
under the Influence of your Principles, 
than Obriſtians do under the Influence of 
of theirs? By your own Confeſſion, we 
have the moſt perfect Rules of Moral 
Righteouſneſs to walk by; (and you are 
not aſhamed to adorn and finiſh your Syſtem 
from ours :) But we have at leaſt this par- 
ticular Advantage for practiſing them, that 
upon us they come with the Force of a 

| Divine 
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Divine Authority, urged with Divine 
Santtions, We receive them with the Re- 
verence, and Subjection of Soul, due to 
Truths and Precepts, which we (not only 
ſee to be of great Importance, but) believe 
to be immediately revealed from Heaven : 
Whilſt you receive them, but as the Senti- 
ments of a common Moraliſt, as liable to 
Miſtake as yourſelves; yea, as the Senti- 
ments of one, whom you believe in many 
Points to have been attually miſtaken ; 
and which you conceive you are under no 
Obligations to obſerve any farther, 3 
they are agreeable to (your own Diſpoſition 
and Humour in reality, tho' you ſeem of- 
ten to miſtake it in calling it by the Name 
of) your Reaſon and Judgment. 

But, Sirs, admitting your Cauſe to be 
true; and granting you all you contend 


for: Put the Caſe, that the Religion of 


Nature is all that we have in reality to 
truſt to; the only Thing, by which 
we muſt fland or fall at laſt: And ſup- 
pofing after all, that Chriſtianity is nothing 
but what you would have the World be- 
lieve it is, @ downright Forgery and Impo- 
ſition on the Underſtanding and Conſciences 
of Men: Yet what can We be the worſe 
for this? Since Chriſtianity confeſſedly 


includes all the Obligations of Morality; 


and 
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and ſince Ve think ourſelves as ftrify 
bound to live up to thoſe Obligations as 
Tou: If then We as conſcientiouſly endea- 
vour it as You, we humbly hope, (and 
indeed have Reaſon to hope,) that Ve 
ſhall in the End be as happy as you ; and 
that the All-Righteous and All-Merciful 
GOD, will not impute to us as a Crime, 
a Miſtake that we were led into thro' the 
Weakneſs of our Underſtandings; a Mi. 
take, that had ſo many plauſible Appear- 
ances of Truth, which we were betrayed 
into thro' a conſcientious Fear of offending 
him ; and a Miſtake too, which never did 
us any Harm, but Good; and made us more 
zealous, uniform, and conſtant in our Re- 
gards to all the Precepts and Obligations of 
Moral Vertue. 85 
Wherefore granting you all you con- 
tend for; let Things turn out at laſt as 
they may, we hope We ſhall fare as well 
as You, provided we maintain the ſame. 
unſhaken Attachment to the Cauſe of Ver- 
tue; without which, we know, we can 
be no true Chriſtians. So that, in ſhort, 
as Du will be no Gainers in the End, 
in Caſe your Cauſe be true; fo, if we live 
as Chriſtians, we are ſure, that We can be 
no Loſers. | 
; But, 
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But, in the laſt Place, let me impor- 
tunately beg of you, Gentlemen, to con- 
ſider with the utmoſt Seriouſneſs, 


Qu R XII. 


What muſt your Caſe be, if Chriſtianity 
ſhould be true? 


This at leaſt you will allow to be 4 fup- 
poſeable Caſe : And tho a Miftake on our 
Side can do us no Harm; a Miſtake on yours 
muſt be fatal. Were the Probability of a 
Miſtake then equal on both Sides, yet where 
the Conſequences of one are infinitely unequal 
9 not chuſe to be on the ſafe 
Side? Suppoſe the Ballance then be Equal; 
and you apprehend, it is altogether as 
likely, that We are in the Miſtake, as that 
Nu are: If the Miftake ſhould fall at laſt 
on our Side, we have this Advantage ſtill, 


that we loſe nothing : But ſhould it fall 


on your. Side, (as upon this Suppoſition it 
is every whit as probable it may,) Ob, what 
do vou loſe ! | 

Will your pretended Zeal for the Re- 
ligion of Natare, think you, be admitted 
hereafter as an Excuſe for your rejecting 
that of Revelation ; which Gop hath been 
pleaſed to ſuperadd, to diſpel the Darkneſs, 
L 


and 
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and ſupply the Deficiency of that ? eſpe- 
cially when this is accompanied with all 
the Credentials, and Marks of Divinity, 
which an expreſs Revelation from Heaven 
can be ſuppoſed to come with? 

What you may think of it, Sirs, I know 
not; but moſt certain it is, (and the Truth 
is as awful, as it is certain,) that if Chri- 
ſtianity be true, your State hereafter can- 
not be ſafe. If the Goſpel be, after all, 
a Divine Revelation, your future Condi- 
tion muſt be miſerable beyond Imagination: 
For there ſtands in it, you know, à Sen- 
fence of Condemnation full againſt you; 
which there is no poſſible Way of your 
avoiding, but upon the Suppoſition that 
Feſus Chriſt, who pronounced it, is a 
Decei ver, and his whole Goſpel an Impo- 
ſture. But give me Leave to turn you to 
it, as @ Text well worthy of your moſt 
ſerious Comments: Hear it then from the 
Mouth of Feſus Chriſt himſelf : He that 
beheveth not, 1s condemned already, becauſe 
he hath not believed in the Name of the 
only begotten Son of GOD ': Yea, He that 
Believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life; 
but the Wrath of GOD abideth on bim k. 
As theſe Words, from the Nature of the 
Thing, muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to 2 

| bh 
i John iii. 18. k Ver. 36. 
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fer only to the, to whom the Goſpel in 
its glorious Light and Power hath been 
offered or publiſhed, and who have had 
ſufficient Opportunity and Capacity to 
judge of its Evidence ; ſo they muſt as ne- 
ceſſarily extend to every one, who does 
not believe it in thoſe Ci reumſtances. There 
is no Room to geen this, if in thoſe 
Words, [| that believe not, | They are 
principally intended who £2 deſtitute of 
that Influential and Vital Faith, which 
produces a Subjection of Soul to the Au- 
thority of Chriſt, and a Conformity of 
Lite and Temper to his Word, (as is ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed :) Or whoever are chiefly 
to be underſtood thereby, moſt certain it 
is, that They muſt be comprehended there- 
in, who not only diſbelieve the Divinity 
of Chriſt”'s Miffion, but openly di/avow and 
defy the Authority of his Goſpel, with all 
the glaring Light and Evidence of it in- 
ing full in their Faces: For theſe can in 


no Senſe be ſaid to belreve in the Name of 


the Son of GOD. Nor are ſuch abſolute 
and ſevere Denunciations at all Incongru- 
ous to a Divine Revelation, where the 
Evidences of it appear with the utmoſt 
Light and Force, and are repreſented in 
ſuch various and convincing Views, that 


the rejecting them, (after a ſufficient Op- 
L 2 portunity 
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portunity and Capacity to diſcern them,) 
muſt neceflarily proceed from the Per- 
a of the Heart, and not the Weak- 
neſs of the Underſtanding. 
And this I take to be a ſufficient An- 
ſwer to all the Exceptions, that may be 
made to theſe Damnatory Clauſes, If they 
be zo Proof of themſelves of the Divinity 
of Scripture, (as no Body ever pretended 
they were,) it is enough that they are ns 
Argument againſt it: Since they are very 
becoming the Authority of a Divine Re- 
velation, provided the Evidence of it be 
clear, that it cannot be rejected without 
eat Wilfulneſs and Obſtinacy ; and there- 
fore are what the Enemies of Chriſtianity 
can have no Room to turn to the Advan- 
tage of their Cauſe, and indeed have no- 
thing to do with, but to take Care to eſ- 
cape them. | 
You ſee then, Gentlemen, where the 
Thunder of theſe Denunciations is directly 
pointed: And in fo dangerous a Circum- 
ſtance, rather than out of a fatal Teme- 
rity to flight, laugh at, and defy it, (as 
ſome of you are hardy enough to do“, 
it would be wife and /alutary in you to get 
as faſt as poſſible out of the Reach of it, 


ere 


* See Chriftianity not founded on Argumtnt, Pag 8, 9 
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'ere it ſuddenly burſt on your Heads, 
and overwhelm you with unutterable 
Horror. 
What you may ſee, Sirs, I know not; 
but I own, I can ſee no poſſible Way of 
evading this plain, this terrible Conſequence, 
If Chriſtianity be falſe, you have indeed 
nothing to fear from that Condemning Sen- 
tence of Feſus Chriſt : But if Chriſtianity 
be true, that Sentence muſt be true; * 
if that be true, you have every Thing 
fear from it: The dreadful Meaning of 
which, I had rather you ſhould concei ve, 
than I deſcribe. 

The Caſe then, Sirs, comes plainly to 
this. You actuall y pawn your Souls upon 
it, that Chriſtianity is a Falſhood and a For- 
gery :——— A dangerous and dreadful Bett 
indeed Would any Man in his wor 
be willing to fake bis Eternal H. 
on a Point, where there appear d the leaſt 
Poſſibility of hing! Wherein if he were 
in the Right, he * be no Gainer; but 
if in the Wrong, would be undone for ever ! 
Vat muſt be ſaid then of the Man, 
who dares to lay that dreadful Bett on a 


Point, where there is not only @ Paſſibility, 


but 4 Probability of lofing ! = where it 
is at leaſt as likely, that he ſhould be in 
the 
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the Wrong, as in the Right !|——Is this 
a Sober, a Safe, a Wiſe, or a Rational 
Part? 

And now give me Leave, with the ut- 
moſt Seriouſneſs and Sincerity, 7 adopt the 
Words of a certain Writer in your Cauſe *, 
with a little Variation in order to take 
off the profane and blaſphemons * and 
to conclude with ek my moſt ar- 
dent Prayers in your Behal at the Throne 
of Grace, that GO D would be phaſed 
to remove your Prejudices, to engage 
your Attention to the Evidences of his 
Holy Goſpel, and 70 illuminate and ir- 
radiate your Minds with a perfect and 
therough Convittion of the Truth of it; 
and that the ſame Holy Spirit that firſt 
aictated that Divine Law, would power- 
fully fet to his Seal, and atteſt its Au- 
thority in your Hearts ; ; that He would 
graciouſiy vouchſafe to renew once more 
his diſregarded Notices, and eſtabliſh in 
you that "Knowledge of its ftritt Veracity, 
which the Apoſtle had when he ſaid, Ve 
believe, and are | ſure that Feſus is the 
Chriſt ——And may GOD Almighty of 
his Infinite Mercy grant, that you may 
ſee the fatal Precipice before you; that 


you 


See Chriftianity not founded on Argument, Pag. 112. 
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u may eſcape the Ruin you are run- + 
Link upon; and that you may not have | 
Reaſon to lament it for ever in the other \ 
World, that you would not act like MEN 5 
in this ! 
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